
GeneX - Soleanna Struggle

By 2BIT

Submitted: August 31, 2008

Updated: August 31, 2008

SONIC the Hedgehog (2006) from my fancharacters' point of view. It's better than it sounds,
really.

Provided by Funart Central
http://www.Funart-Central.net

0 of 172



1. Plan of the Deathbringer

GeneX - Soleanna Struggle
Chapter 1 - Plan of the Deathbringer

Note: Sonic the Hedgehog and related characters are (c) SEGA and 
Sonic Team. You knew that, right?
GeneX and related fanchars are (c) 2BIT (TheGreatGator), the author.
The Cosmic Interstate is (c) Archie comics.

"If you were able, 
Would you go change the past, 
To mend a faux paux, 
With one last chance" - Dreams of an Absolution, Sonic the Hedgehog 2006

The universe is a vast place. It stretches further than the furthest reaches of the imagination.
Still, a single universe doesn't even scratch the surface of what's out there. Hidden in each
universe is an entrance to countless other universes, dimensions, and realities. Some are
nearly indistinguishable from others. Some have only slight variations from others. Still others
are drastically different. Among the many alternate realities are a group inhabited by
anthropomorphic animals. A common factor in many of these dimensions is a powerful force of
good, an incredibly fast blue blur known in all such realities as Sonic the Hedgehog!

This story takes place in one such universe, known as GeneX Prime. Perhaps you already
know of the first major quest that distinguishes this dimension from similar ones. (Detailed in
"GeneX - Tails the Fox" and "GeneX - A New Beginning") This is another side of a story shared
by this and a similar dimension. (The other sides detailed in the "Sonic the Hedgehog" video
game for PS3 and X-Box 360) For both worlds, the future is bleak. The denizens of the world
have lived in darkness and despair all their lives. Life is a struggle, and people live without
hope. When asked how the world came to be like this, no one has a good answer, but they
always point to the flames. Flames belonging to an eternal life form, which cannot truly be
defeated. It is the Flames of Disaster, known as Iblis. 

Yet hope never dies. Some beings in this nightmarish world have chosen to fight back.
Discarding weapons in favor of special powers, they have formed many small groups of
freedom fighters, searching for a means to destroy their eternal nemesis. Leading the struggle
in Soleanna, ground zero of the day of disaster, are two good friends, Blaze the Cat and Silver
the Hedgehog. Many believe these two will finally destroy Iblis, but there's always a chance that
they will instead be destroyed. Therefore, some groups are searching for havens where people
can live safely during the reign of Iblis. One group, led by a fennec called Fred Leo, has
departed for the place once known as Angel Island, now called Onyx Island. It is their goal to
liberate the island from the rule of Dr. Eggman Nega, and more importantly, cleanse the island
of the Lost Ones. Spirits and souls lost to darkness, the Lost Ones have taken control of Onyx
Island away from Eggman Nega and placed one of their strongest beings in charge. Still,
Eggman Nega maintains his former base as best he can, so the freedom fighters must defeat
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him as well as the monsters. 

Fred's apprentice, Gemini, gazed out the window of the helicopter that was taking them to what
they hoped would be a new stronghold in the struggle against Iblis. "We're almost there..." she
said, fear in her voice. A friend of hers, Timothy the Fawn, was searching the island with his
binoculars. "Do you think the Lost Ones have spread far in the island?" he asked, not directing
the question at anyone in particular. "We won't know that until we find the current guardian"
came the voice of the pilot, a pink fox named Evelyn. "Pay attention to where you're flying,
Eve." Fred suggested. He was a white fennec, much like Gemini, who wore black clothes
similar to that of a priest. In his hand, he often held his wand, black in color with a turquois gem
at the tip. "Everyone, keep your guard up. The Lost Ones have likely overrun the island, so
never assume you are safe. Especially you, Adam." he said, glaring at the gray haired bat he
was addressing. Within moments, the helicopter landed on the island, joined by two more
shortly afterward. Their group contained over 20 miscellaneous furries.

Watching the helicopters from the skies high above was the smoky being often believed to be
the leader of the Lost Ones, Lospecter. After watching the helicopters land, he plummeted to
the surface of the island, stopping just above the ground. He soared through the island toward a
dark temple, then through the wall of the temple. Inside, it was dark. The floor was covered with
Losol and the lesser, Loslime, and blue Ghost Fire burned in several places throughout the
temple. Within moments, Lospecter reached a the large central room of the temple, which
contained a few statues of fearsome monsters and a large organ piano covered in Ghost Fire,
which was being played by a human-like creature, with turquoise skin and blue and green
clothes. He had pointed ears, dark blue hair, and sharp fangs. He looked sort of like a vampire.
"How can all the sorrow and all the pain of our time give rise to such a sweet melody..." the
creature pondered as he played the organ. "Sweet melody? It is mournful and miserable.
C'mon, Losipher, you have control of an island! Can't you be a little happy with your success?
Hm?" Lospecter said, a bit annoyed by the music. The vampirical creature ceased his playing
and stood up, turning toward Lospecter quickly and angrily. "What is it you want from me now?
This poor, miserable soul eater... Consumed by the misery of those consumed... How can I be
of service?" Though he seemed miserable and hateful, Losipher also seemed to hold some
amount of respect for Lospecter. "Well, I just thought you'd want to know, a few more souls
have arrived to be added to your army of the lost. And by the way, 'consumed by the misery of
those consumed,' that's good, if I ever get depressed, I gotta steal that. But these souls, they're
here to destroy you, I think. Yes, my cards say so!" Lospecter said. Losipher sat down on the
stool he used for playing the organ and pressed his fist to his forehead. "Foolish mortals. Why
can they not leave me in peace..." he muttered. Lospecter flew around his neck and whispered
into his ears. "They'd rather leave you in pieces... Not to mention everything you worked so
hard to build! Let's get 'em! It could be fun! I haven't had fun since... Well, long enough."
Losipher stood up again, walking to the center of the room as Lospecter followed. "Those
whose souls could find neither heaven nor hellfire, have found sanctuary in my dominion. I,
born of a thousand lost souls, drowning in their misery, shall not allow light to enter our dark
world again! Those who are lost, find them and make them lost as well! Spirits! Attack!!" At his
words, the losol and loslime in the temple began to stir, and Losipher fell to his knees. "And so I
wait once more... Watch over them, spectre, I need deeper darkness..." Lospecter flew off to
join the Lost Ones. "Aye, aye, fellow lord of the para-abnormal. My cards never fail me!"
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As the group of freedom fighters searched the island for signs of life, they found that everything
on the island had been twisted and transformed by the island's current occupants. Mechanical
trees, covered in ectoplasm, were among the many strange sights that stretched as far as the
eye could see. Even the grass on the ground seemed artificial, not to mention slimed. "Ugh, I
actually think the flames may be an improvement over this sludge hole!" said Ozzie, a silver
morph who had piloted one of the helicopters. "It's not sludge, it's slime." Timothy pointed out.
Black smoke blew past them, coming from a large building built into the side of the island's
largest mountain. "What's the difference?" Adam said, trying futilely to shake the slime off his
shoes. "The slime is undead." Gemini said, "Right, Teacher?" Fred nodded. "Where there is
slime, it is not safe. That said, be on guard. We'll try that building. Scout ahead, Ozzie." As the
morph dashed ahead of the others, Fred walked beside Gemini. "It's dangerous here. Have
your wand ready." he said. Gemini looked at her feet sheepishly. "I would, but I can't find it. I'm
sorry, Teacher Leo." Fred sighed frustratedly. "You are a student of the Divine, Gemini! You
should always have your wand! But, I guess it can't be helped. Take mine. I have a spare. But
don't lose it! We have no more." Gemini took the wand gratefully. "I promise I won't screw up
again!" she said. Ozzie came running back at that moment. "Mechs! It's Eggman Nega's base!
Run!" As he shouted this, a missile exploded behind him, propelling him foreward past his
companions. "Oz!!" Eve shouted in terror. However, the morph was all right. He'd transformed
into a swallow and flown above them. "Hurry! No time to lose!" he shouted. The group had
already begun the retreat, when an Egg Mobile dropped out of the sky in front of them. "Leaving
so soon? But I have guests so rarely..." It was Eggman Nega! "I insist you spend some time at
my base. Say, the rest of your short lives!" Fred fired a bolt from his spare wand toward
Eggman Nega's plane, but it swiftly moved out of the way. "We're taking back this island, Nega!
You can either give yourself up, or we'll be forced to fight you, and, if necessary, destroy you!"
Fred declared. Eggman Nega chuckled at his threat. "How amusing. Twenty against twenty
thousand! Or more, I don't count my robots anymore. Still, you all must be desperate..." An
army of robots surrounded the group, guns ready and waiting. "We got me, that makes it about
even!" Ozzie said, landing with his companions and reverting back to morph form. Eggman
Nega glared coldly at Ozzie. "You morphs may be resourceful, but you are far from invincible!"
He pointed to the morph and issued his commands to his robots. "Fire! Kill the shape-shifter!
The rest will follow like dominos!"

The robots aimed their rifles and fired without delay. Before any shots could hit them, Fred
raised his wand and cast a spell. "Proplasmar!" As he shouted the spell, explosions erupted all
around them as the missiles fired by the robots hit. Coughing was heard as the smoke cleared.
"Missile maniac..." said Moe, a yellow rabbit in their group, and their third helicopter pilot. It
appeared no one was hurt by the missiles. Fred had erected a barrier before they could be hit,
but the barrier was severely weakoned by the attack. Eggman Nega growled softly, but then
smiled. "That barrier won't hold back a second wave! Obliterate them, my army!" The robots
targeted the barrier. A single missile was fired, destroying the barrier, but before any more
shots could be made, the robots were suddenly engulfed by the slime they were standing in!
More robots quickly ran in and shot down their comrades before the Lost Ones could take over
their circuitry. Fred shouted to the freedom fighters. "Retreat, quickly!" They quickly obeyed,
running off into the nearby jungle. Eggman Nega rose his Egg Mobile higher into the air. "Forget
the animals! All nearby units, repel the Lost Ones! Let no more of you be taken over by the
pests!" He then turned his ship toward the retreating freedom fighters. "I'll give them a little gift
to remember me by..." he muttered, pressing a button on his control panel. The front of his
plane opened up to reveal a missile launcher, and fired a single missile into the jungle.
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As the freedom fighters dashed away, they heard the missile approaching them. "Take cover!!!"
Fred shouted, and most of them did so. Moe, however, was running at the back, and couldn't
get away. The missile caught him swiftly, and after the resulting explosion, it appeared to
become utterly silent, despite the blasts going off in the direction they had come from. Adam
was first to come out of hiding, dropping from a tree he'd flown into. "Guys? Did we all...
Ohhhh...." he gasped suddenly as he spotted Moe's charred shoes a few feet away from where
the missile had impacted. It appeared to be all that was left of the rabbit. "Poor bugger..." Adam
muttered as the rest of the group walked over to him. Moe's closest friends ran to his shoes and
began sobbing, but Fred quickly walked over and pulled them up. "Sorry to rush the funeral, but
it's not safe here. We have to find a place to hide until things calm down. And, we need to make
a plan. Let's go!" Ozzie ran up ahead, leading the others away. Gemini walked over to the
shoes and froze as she looked at them, now fully realizing the gravity of the situation. "One of
our pilots... What if we need to get off the island?" she whispered, holding back tears. Fred ran
to her side and led her away. "Come. There's nothing we can do here now."

Ozzie had led them deep into the jungle, and they took shelter inside an old temple. It was very
dark, but it seemed safe enough. "Dark as a tomb, but at least it seems empty." said Evelyn,
"Who knows? Maybe the guardian is here somewhere!" Ozzie was leading the group deep into
the temple, with his left hand morphed into a flashlight. "I don't know. I have a bad feeling about
this place." Timothy said, shivering. Cuthburt, an alligator, laughed nervously a bit. "It-it's fine.
So, we're down by one already and the entire island is like the stronghold of the enemy. That's
no reason to worry, r-r-right?" he said. Adam scoffed at him. "Cowards, the lot of you. Out of my
way!" He pushed past everyone and ran in front of Ozzie. Fred followed him quickly, and
everyone else took off after them. "Adam, you foolhardy knucklehead!" Fred shouted as he
chased him. In a moment, though, they heard the sound of Adam screaming. They picked up
the pace and burst out of the hallway and into the large room Adam had led them to, which was
dominated by the ghostly organ belonging to Losipher! Adam was backing away from the center
of the room and rejoined the others as Losipher slowly approached them. "So, you escaped my
losol and have come to destroy me!" he roared in a demonic voice. Fred pushed to the front
and pointed his wand at Losipher. "I didn't expect you to be so easy to find, devil!" he said, a bit
spooked. The tip of his wand began to glow. "We're taking back this island from you fiends!"
Losipher backed away a step and looked at the wand. "A priest of the Divine. How quaint." He
resumed stepping toward them and smiled, baring his demonic fangs. "You have no power
here, son of light! I AM this temple, and this temple IS me! Drown in my sorrow! Fade into my
darkness! And be damned to my Hell!! I, Losipher, shall be your end!!" At that moment, the
entire temple seemed to come alive, and a vicious wind blew throughout the room. Tenticles
burst from Losipher's back, growing along his spine, and more tenticles grew throughout the
temple, sprouting on the ground, walls, and ceiling. All of the tenticles ended in sharp points,
and the walls of the temple burst into ghostly flames! "Scatter and retreat!" Fred called out,
though everyone was already doing it. As everyone ran for the exit, Losipher seemed to grow in
size until his head seemed to take up the entire room, while his body sank below the floor. More
tenticles shot from his mouth and chased the fleeing freedom fighters. Fred cast barriers on his
way out in hopes of protecting everyone, but they fell quickly. Several of their comrades were
soon skewered by the tenticles, then pulled into Losipher's gigantic gaping maw. Fred and
Ozzie were first to escape Losipher's chamber, followed closely by Adam, who was shouting
something about not wanting to die again. Evelyn, Cuthburt, and Gemini were at the back of the
group, and before they could escape, Evelyn's ankle was wrapped by one of the tenticles!
Cuthburt grabbed her arms and struggled to save her. Gemini, thinking fast, fired a bolt from
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her wand and severed the tenticle. As she and Evelyn ran off, Cuthburt remained behind.
"Hurry up, Burt!" Gemini shouted. Cuthburt shook his head. "Go on. I'll keep him busy!" Gemini
thought he was mad, and was about to run in and drag him away when Evelyn grabbed her by
the arm. "No time to lose!" she insisted, and they took off together. As Gemini glanced into the
room for the last time, she could see the tenticles surrounding Cuthburt...

Losipher's voice sounded through the entire temple. "There is no escape!!!" But the remaining
thirteen members of the group didn't seem inclined to accept that. They ran as quickly as they
could back in the direction they had come from, dodging tenticles that has sprouted all over the
halls. Gemini dashed as fast as she could, passing most of who remained. A scream was heard
as another of their friends were lost. Now, Gemini was running beside Todd, a beaver, and they
seemed to be almost racing after a moment. Suddenly, a tenticle sprouted in front of her, and in
Gemini's panic, she pushed past Todd to get away from it. Realizing what she'd done, she
turned back to help him, but in his haste to get up, Todd had leaned against the wall. The Ghost
Fire burning on the wall gave off no heat. He could not have realized it was there. Gemini
looked away from him and kept running as Todd's screams faded to the shriek of a Loskel.
Luckily, they were now near the exit, and Gemini soon ran into the jungle where Fred and Ozzie
were waiting with a few of the others. They waited a few moments, and soon Evelyn, Adam,
and Timothy joined them at the exit. With only ten members of their group remaining, they set
out to find a better haven. As they left, they noted that Eggman Nega wasn't fighting with the
Lost Ones anymore. Soon, they found that the Lost Ones were on their way back to the temple.
The group tried to stay out of sight, and made their way back toward the helicopters. They had
failed already, and they knew it.

It didn't take long to find out what became of Eggman Nega. They found him fighting with more
Lost Ones not far from the helicopters. Adam had foolishly tried to sneak by the fight to reach
the helicopters, but instead got the attention of both Nega and the Lost Ones. Now, they were
running for their lives once again. What Losipher had said earlier now seemed quite true. There
appeared to be no escape. Gemini was running along with her friend, Timothy, when she
suddenly tripped. Taking advantage of her moment of weakness, a losol jumped at her. She
screamed and covered her eyes, certain that this was the end. She snapped out of it when she
heard Timothy's voice. "Run, Gemini!" Opening her eyes, she saw that Timothy had blocked the
losol from hitting her, but now he was being swarmed by the fiends. Gemini scrambled to her
feet and shot bolts from her wand at the losol, to no avail. "Run! I'm a goner, save yourself!"
Timothy shouted. Gemini realized he was right, and with tears streaming from her eyes, she ran
off with the remaining nine freedom fighters.

They finally found refuge in a cave a short distance away from Eggman Nega's base. They had
set up a small camp, and their spirits soon improved after a few hours. If they couldn't get to the
helicopters, they decided that Ozzie would morph into something that could fly them all away in
the morning. They could regroup at an old abandoned workshop in the Mystic Ruins. They now
knew what they were up against, and they'd return more prepared another day. Still, Gemini
couldn't get over all the losses they'd faced. She sat in a corner, sobbing over the loss of her
friends. Why did they have to die? More than half of the group, gone, and no one seemed to
care much. The others were used to such loss, but Gemini had spent her life away from the
battles, this was her first time out on a mission. She now realized that she wasn't ready. She
looked over at the survivors, then at the wand her teacher had given her, then burst into tears.
Noticing this, Fred walked over to her and sat beside her. "Too much, too soon, huh?" he said.
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Gemini nodded between sobs. Fred handed her a handkerchief, which she used to dry her
tears. "It is terrible. We live in dark times. Do you need to talk to someone?" he asked. Gemini
stood up and walked away. "I just want to be alone right now." she said, heading deeper into
the cave. "Stay close!" Fred shouted, watching her leave sight. She ignored his warning, and
wandered deep into the cave. It was dark, and she stumbled for a bit, but then saw a red light
ahead of her. "A Chaos Emerald?" she said to herself, rushing toward the light. Upon reaching
the source of the light, she found it was indeed a gem, but not a Chaos Emerald. "What is it?"
she wondered aloud. "It is a Time Stone." A voice replied. Gemini looked around, and noticed a
figure standing nearby. It was a creature in a black cloak, its face hidden. It had two large black
wings on its back. "Wh-who or what are you?" Gemini asked nervously. "Don't be alarmed. I am
the Deathbringer." the cloaked figure said. Gemini chuckled nervously. "OK. You're called the
Deathbringer. And I'm not supposed to be alarmed... Great..." The Deathbringer picked up the
Time Stone and handed it to Gemini. "This stone has great power. It can be used to travel
through time." Gemini held the stone, looking at it curiously. "I could use this stone to go to the
future... Or the past?" she asked. The Deathbringer nodded. "Think on it. You could go back in
time. Save your friends. Tell your friends what's up here. Or, you could go further back. Back
before Iblis. Before Losipher. You can prevent everything. Tell me... Do you wish to see your
friends again?" Gemini opened her mouth to speak, but the Deathbringer vanished before she
could, dissappearing into the darkness. She thought about it, and decided to ask her teacher for
advice.

"Absolutely NOT!!" Fred yelled when Gemini suggested using the Time Stone. She felt he didn't
understand. "We could change the past! We could rescue Moe and Todd and Tim..." It sounded
good to her, but Fred disagreed. "Time travel is dangerous. You can cause all manner of
mayhem. You can negate your own birth! You want to never have been born? End of
discussion. Forget this plan." Suddenly, an evil laugh was heard at the cave entrance. "So, here
you all are! Robots, attack!" Eggman Nega had found them! Missiles soared into the cave,
blasting the camp as the Freedom Fighters took cover. Eggman Nega's plane flew in ahead of
a small army of robots. The Freedom Fighters, however, were through running. A chatic battle
ensued, but Gemini chose not to participate. She ran deep into the cave, toward where she'd
found the Time Stone. "We can't win this fight.... We're going to die! I can't let this happen..."
Gemini held up the Time Stone. "What's that you've got there?" Eggman Nega had followed
Gemini! She turned around to face him. "You won't hurt my friends! I'm going to stop you! Time
Stone! Send me back in time!!" The Time Stone glowed brightly, then let out a huge flash of
light, forcing Gemini to shut her eyes...

When she opened her eyes, she was somewhere else. It appeared she was standing on some
sort of altar. It was the shrine of the Master Emerald! The Time Stone had vanished, but she
wasn't worried. She still had her wand, and also her spell book, which she always kept with her.
She could return with a time travel spell. Looking around, she spotted a grey shrew in a blue
cape. He was holding the Master Emerald, and he looked shocked. "Wh-who are you? Where
did you come from?" the shrew asked. "Um... I'm Gemini. Pleased to meet you, mister...." She
trailed off, and the shrew realized she was asking his name. "Illusi. Illusi the Shrew. Where did
you come from?" Gemini thought a moment. She might as well see if she could make the time
travel spell work. However, as we know, it didn't. She ended up becoming a dragon, then losing
her wand and her spell book. Still, thanks to the help of Knuckles the echidna and Illusi, she
eventually managed to regain her wand, her spell book, and her true form. Now, she searches
for a way to stop Iblis and the Lost Ones, and to get back to her own time.
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Meanwhile, other adventures have been unfolding. Somewhere over the sea, a ship known as
the Green Freedom was sailing. Aboard the ship was a black and white, two-tailed fox called
Experiment 2, or Copter, as he preferred to be called. With him were his friends, Punchy the
green echidna and Rainbow, the echidna of many colors. Captaining the ship was Gator, an
odd fellow in an alligator suit. "Soleanna ho!" he shouted from the crow's nest. Copter and his
friends had already noticed the landmass drawing ever closer. "Somewhere on that island is
Experiment 7. We can't let Bucky force it to serve him." Copter said. "True, Very true." came a
voice behind them. It was a bent figure in an old cloak, leaning on a wood staff. "I've been
listening to you three this whole trip. I can see your destinies are linked. Oh, my senility. I am
Dimentime. Don't mind me. I'm just an old guy who exists in more than one dimension. Enjoy
your adventure. I'll see you again, somewhere." With that, Dimentime limped away. "That was
weird..." Copter muttered. "What else is new." Punchy said. "I'm gonna call him Caney."
Rainbow decided. The three of them then set to work preparing for their arrival in Soleanna.
Their next great struggle was about to begin...

To be continued...
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2. Sun Festival Showdown

GeneX - Soleanna Struggle
Chapter 2 - Sun Festival Showdown

Note: Sonic the Hedgehog and related characters are (c) SEGA and 
Sonic Team. You knew that, right?
GeneX and related fanchars are (c) 2BIT (TheGreatGator), the author.

"Is it me, you say, you're lookin' for?
Let me show you who I am and what I'm here for." - What I'm Made Of, Sonic Heroes 

The Green Freedom had made port in the afternoon, and Copter, Punchy, and Rainbow began
their search for Experiment 7, with Gator's assistance, after lunch. They had searched New
City, without luck, and now it was getting dark. The Sun Festival had begun, and the four of
them were taking a break by a fountain near the shop. "This would be so much easier if we
knew what we were looking for." Punchy said. "You sure you don't know anything about Seven,
Two? Like whether it's a boy or a girl? Or its species?" Rainbow asked. Unfortunately, Copter
didn't know anything. The Doomsayer had left out all the details, and gave Copter little chance
to ask questions. Still, he had a hunch. "I think the only creatures here that aren't human are us
and the experiment. Bucky don't make humans, so lets just look for anything else." he
suggested. Gator shook his head. "No more for me, thanks. Gator must get to pirating! Finding
treasure and such. I think I'll start at the nearest bakery..." Gator began to run off. "Let us know
if you see anything unusual!" Copter shouted. A second later, and Gator vanished in a puff of
purple smoke. "So, if he heard you, I guess he'll come find us if he sees himself in a mirror."
Punchy chuckled. "Ah, well, good riddance. He was kinda annoying anyway." Copter said, "Still,
he did have a good idea just now. We should split up to search for Experiment 7. You and
Rainbow look around near the crowds at the festival. I'll look elsewhere." Punchy groaned a
little. He did not want to be left alone with Rainbow. "C'mon, Copt, I think we're doing good in a
group." he argued feebly. "Are you kiddin', One? If we were doing so well, we'd have found
Seven already!" Rainbow pointed out. "Bye, guys!" Copter shouted, already heading off on his
own. Since Punchy saw no way around it, he came up with another suggestion. "Fine, then we'll
split up, too, Rainbow." he said. Rainbow grabbed him by the arm and started leading him
toward the festival torch. "Don't be rediculous, One! Remember how we found the shards of
that big gem? Just follow me and we'll be OK!" Punchy stumbled along behind her, shouting in
frustration all the way. "Lemme go, lemme go!! I don't need you to hold my hand! And stop
calling me One already!!!"

Copter's hunch, however, was wrong. They weren't the only non-humans visiting Soleanna that
night. Up on a rooftop nearby, Zipp the hornet was watching them through his visor, which
could also grant him binocular vision. "Looks like they're trying to double their search. Guess I'd
better quit following them and begin looking myself." he said to himself. He pulled out a gun and
polished it with a handkerchief. "Looks like my little baby here might be getting a workout
tonight. I don't know how 'Chopper-Boy' and 'Fist-Freak' found out about Experiment 7, but
they're dreaming if they think they're gonna get in our way!" He holstered his gun and pressed a
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button hidden on his helmet. "How're things on your end, Vortex?" he asked via his helmet's
phone. "I think I've ssssspotted her, Zipp. Let'sss meet up here and bring her home." Vortex
replied. Zipp released the button and started flying off. "Over and out! Don't start the party
without me!"

Crowds lined Soleanna's central canals, watching a large boat approach the large torch used in
ceremonies such as tonights Sun Festival. Dancers twirled and pranced gracefully on the boat,
while fireworks lit up the sky. A very important passenger was being transported on the boat,
Soleanna's current ruler, Princess Elise the Third. Copter felt slightly dissappointed that he had
to miss the festival for his search, but the Doomsayer had made it seem quite urgent that
Experiment 7 be found. He was wandering near the gate between this portion of Soleanna and
New City when suddenly, he spotted her. A red phoenix, wearing a black coat with orange
stripes, and loosely fitting yellow pants. She wore a pair sneakers colored a fiery pattern of red
and orange. Her orange eyes spotted Copter immediately, but she didn't know him, so she
thought nothing of him. She simply walked toward the area with the torch, ignoring Copter
completely. Copter followed her. His intuition told him that his search was over, and he quickly
caught up to her and began walking beside her. "Hello. Beautiful night for a festival, isn't it?" he
said in greeting. The phoenix simply ignored him and kept walking, so, Copter continued
following her. "First time to Soleanna? It's my first visit, too. Come here for the festival? Or
something else?" he asked, knowing the answer. "What do you want with me?!" she said,
stopping in her tracks and glaring at Copter. He crossed his arms and glared back. "Well,
excuse me for bein' friendly. I'll just ask one more question then. Do you know they're after you,
Experiment 7?" Her eyes went wide at the mention of her experiment number, and she started
backing away toward the gate to New City. Copter watched her as she recovered enough to
speak. "You- You're one of THEM, aren't you? I- I don't.... STAY AWAY FROM ME!!" She
turned to run, but smacked into someone who immediately grabbed her by the wrist. It was a
large grey Rhinocerous, with a big white horn at the end of its snout. He wore metallic blue
shoes and light blue gloves. On his head he wore a yellow bowler hat. His eyes were green,
and fixed on the phoenix. "Watch where you're going, sparrow." he growled. Behind him, Vortex
and Zipp were approaching. Copter realized that the rhino was probably with them. "Ah, another
new experiment, aren't you? Experiment 8, I presume." he said. The rhino nodded. "You
presume correct. I am Crash. I bet you already know my associates, Vortex and Zipp." he said.
Though he appeared brutish, Crash spoke in a fairly educated manner. Vortex stepped
between Copter and Crash. "Thisss isss none of your concern, Copter. Why don't you jusssst
sssstay out of our bussssinesss." he suggested. "That is something I can't do. It seems, from
my point of view, that you're attempting to enslave her. I can't let that pass." Zipp fired a
warning shot at Copter's feet. "Make me aim higher, please!" he said, excited at the idea. "Let
her go!" Copter demanded. "Make me!" Crash snorted. Things were getting rather tense, and it
was about to get worse.

Princess Elise had approached the festival torch. She held in her hand a lit torch. It was her job
to light the larger one, by touching the flame to the base of the torch. A large, intricate display
would carry the flame up to the sconce. However, Elise seemed a bit distracted after being
handed the small torch. She was imagining something, but she snapped out of it in a moment.
"We give thanks to the blessed flames. May we continue to live in peace." she said, "Sun of
Soleanna, guide and watch over us with your eternal light." With that, she lit the base, and the
flames quickly climbed up the display and into the sconce for a dazzling effect. Elise waved to
the cheering crowd, when suddenly an explosion went off behind her! It was missiles! More
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missiles hit in the area around the festival torch, causing the crowds in the area to panic and
run away. A large ship was hovering overhead. The bottom of the ship slid open, reavealing a
group of dangerous looking robots. The robots dropped from the ship and surrounded Elise and
the others standing there with her. Another group of robots had also been deployed, and they
were now surrounding Copter, Vortex, Zipp, Crash, and Experiment 7. Landing to Vortex's right
was a familiar blue and green robot, with the number "E-2X" printed on its side. It was Alpha!
Accompanying the robots was the small red and black Chao, Char. Startled by the events
unfolding, Crash released Experiment 7 from his grip. "Freeze, ice cubes! Or I make you
cookies crumble!" Alpha warned. "You didn't fix him YET!?" Copter groaned. Char chuckled.
"He's a little better... More focused... That's enough. Now listen up! We're takin' the red birdie!
Any objections, and you gotta answer to us!"

Meanwhile, a large ship dropped from the sky in front of Elise. A man was standing on it,
bowing to the princess. It was Dr. Eggman! He rose and addressed her. "A pleasure to meet
you at last, princess of Soleanna. I am Dr. Eggman. I've come here to obtain the secret of the
Flames of Disaster from you, and to take the miracle gems that are the key to its secret..." he
pointed to Elise, who was clutching a blue gem in her hands. "The Chaos Emerald!" he said.
Eggman motioned for Elise to board his Egg Mobile. "Now, princess, this way, please..." Elise
backed away a few steps, silently protesting, when suddenly a blue wind flew around the area
and landed on one of the small pillars surrounding the festival torch. The blue wind was none
other than Sonic the Hedgehog! "My, that's a pretty snazzy performance there!" he said. Elise
looked up at Sonic in surprise. At first, she thought he was another hedgehog that she vaguely
recalled from her youth. "You... It can't be..." she muttered. The surrounding robots quickly
targeted Sonic and fired at him, but Sonic was quicker. He tore around the area, taking out the
robots as he went. As he knocked out the last one, he observed that it was still standing on the
ledge, so he lightly tapped it with his foot, sending it into the water. Next, he jumped over to
Elise. "I'm Sonic! Sonic the Hedgehog!" he said, carrying Elise off in his arms. Eggman threw a
small tantrum at the sight of his nemesis. "Not that irritating hedgehog again! Attack!!" More
robots appeared immediately and began firing missiles at the fleeing hedgehog, but the missiles
couldn't catch him.

In the meantime, the experiments faced Alpha and the squad of robots he was commanding.
"So, any objections?" Char asked, grinning. "As a matter of fact..." Crash growled, charging at a
nearby robot. Vortex jumped into action, catching a gun Zipp tossed him. Zipp pulled out the
gun he'd been polishing earlier as well. "Fun time!" he said with glee. Experiment 7 attempted
to run, and with the robots scattering to fight Team GeneX, she might have succeeded, if not for
the fact that Copter and Alpha had spotted her escape attempt. "Hold it, Tweety!" Alpha
shouted. Copter kicked Alpha away and continued chasing Experiment 7, when Char suddenly
smacked him in the head from above. "Hurt Alphie, will ya? C'mon, Copter, I ain't afraid of you!"
he said, pretending to growl. Copter smirked a bit. "That's nice, but your target's getting away."
he said. "Huh?" Char muttered, turning around. "Uh-oh!!" he yelped, flying after Alpha. "Get in
gear, Alph! She's getting away!" Copter looked around. Since Team GeneX was being
distracted by the other robots, all Copter had to do was keep Alpha busy. That would buy
Experiment 7 the time she needed to escape. It was a good plan, but it went bad fast when
Copter heard a familiar scream. Cream and Cheese were nearby, and surrounded by robots.
SPOT was also with her, which told Copter that Tails must've been in Soleanna. Unfortunately,
Tails was nowhere in sight now, so Cream would need help. "Well, I sure hope Experiment 7's
as tough as everyone seems to think, because I can't leave Cream like this!" Copter groaned.
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Elsewhere, Punchy and Rainbow had observed the spectacle of Sonic rescuing Elise from Dr.
Eggman. The retreating crowds meant that they had more room to move, true, but they had
also been spotted by someone who knew Punchy was an experiment. Someone who'd seen
the wanted posters issued back at Station Square. Officer Razor the Porcupine! "Freeze,
punks!" he shouted, aiming a gun at Punchy. "Caught red handed! Helping Eggman pull off his
job here, huh?" he said accusingly. Chet the Cheetah, who was nearby, ran over to Razor.
"What's up?" he asked. "He thinks our hands are red." Rainbow said, looking perplexed. Razor
would not point his gun away from Punchy. "Him, that green guy. He's an experiment! They
followed us here!" he said. Punchy wore a stupified look on his face. "H-hey... Chill out! I'm just
as surpised to see Eggman as you are!" he said, a bit flustered. Just then, more of Eggman's
robots dropped from the sky around them. "Is that your backup?!" Razor growled, moving his
gun from robot to robot. Punchy chuckled nervously. "Well, they might recognize me, but I don't
think they're here to help me..." he said, noting that the robots were aiming at him and Rainbow
as well. "What's the plan, One?" Rainbow asked. "What are you asking me for?" Punchy said,
"You're the one who beat the last nut who tried to kill me!" Chet cracked his knuckles and
grinned. "All right, looks like it's up to me! Oh, and you, Razor! Let's get 'em!" He sprang into
action, leaping from robot to robot and using his claws to slash at them as he went. Razor ran
for cover as the robots began shooting, doing his best to shoot back when he could. Punchy
and Rainbow distanced themselves from Chet and Razor, fighting the robots in their own ways.
Rainbow used her gliding skills to knock the robots about, while Punchy's fists were all he
needed to knock these robots to pieces! Soon, he and Rainbow landed next to each other
again, while robots hovered around them. "We'd better try to catch up with Copter again!"
Punchy said. "Right. I think he went this way! Follow me, One!" Rainbow shouted, gliding into a
robot to clear a path. Punchy followed her as best he could. "Not so fast Rainbow!! Wait up!!!"

Sonic continued running with Elise in his arms. "Um... Why are you helping me?" Elise asked.
"No special reason." Sonic replied without stopping. Suddenly, robots landed in front of him,
forcing him to stop. Sonic put Elise down and made short work of the robots, but it turned out
they were merely a diversion. Sonic turned around upon hearing Elise scream, only to see a
pair of giant robotic hands carrying Elise to Eggman. "I'm afraid our little game ends now!"
Eggman said. Elise struggled until one of her arms got free, then tossed Sonic the Chaos
Emerald. "Sonic! Take this!" she shouted. Sonic caught it. "I've got it! And don't worry! I'll
rescue you!" he assured her. "I know..." she said a bit unsurely. "It's only a matter of time before
it's mine!" Eggman declared. "Until then, you can hold onto it for me!" With that, the Egg Mobile
rose up into the opened underside of Eggman's new Egg Carrier. Once aboard, Eggman
brought up a hologram displaying Alpha. "We have the princess. Alpha, bring in the phoenix."
he ordered. Alpha saluted. "Yes tubsy, but we have a situation! A widdle wabbit with that puppy-
bot is here! Gotta make sure no rabbits take our cereal!" he explained. Eggman rolled his eyes.
"Whatever, just don't let Experiment 7 get away!"

Sonic watched as the ship flew out of sight. Little did he realize that someone was also
watching him. Up on a rooftop nearby was a silver colored hedgehog, wearing black boots and
gloves with glowing greenish circles on the palm and back of his hand. "I've finally found him...
The Iblis Trigger!" he said to himself. His glaring eyes showed a determined sense of purpose
within him. He jumped from the rooftop. Just as he was about to go after this "Iblis Trigger," he
heard someone yell "Now I've got you, Sonic!!" Before he knew it, a pink hedgehog in a red
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dress had thrown her arms around him excitedly. It was Amy. "It's about time I finally caught
you again!" she said, looking up at him. As she did, she backed away from him quite suddenly.
"Hey, you're not Sonic!" she said, hitting him on the back and nearly knocking him over. "Um,
I'm sorry..." she added. The silver hedgehog took a moment to compose himself. He then
decided to introduce himself. "Ah, I'm..." he began, when suddenly he noticed that Sonic was
gone. "Hey, where'd he go... He must've run off!!" he shouted in frustration. Amy looked a bit
sheepish. "I'm sorry. Did you miss someone bacause of me?" The silver hedgehog looked over
at her. Maybe it was her fault, but there was no sense getting angry with her. "Ah, it's okay. I'm
sure the guy I'm looking for is still on the island. I'm sure I can still find him." he said. Amy
grabbed his hand. "Then I'll help you!" she insisted. The silver hedgehog was a bit surprised,
and could only say "Wha?" in response. "Two heads are better than one when looking for
someone!" Amy explained. "Hey, wait a second!" the hedgehog said. "What's your name?" Amy
asked, ignoring him. The hedgehog paused a moment, then said his name. "Silver." Amy
smiled at him. "That's a nice name. I'm Amy Rose. It's nice to meet you!" she said, leading
Silver away.

During all the confusion, Experiment 7 had run off in search of a place to hide. Her run took her
to New City, where she soon passed by Gemini. The fennec stopped her as she ran by. "Hey,
what's the hurry? Are you all right? What's your name?" she asked. The phoenix took a look at
her. She didn't appear threatening, so she stopped to chat. "I'm Heather. I was just running...
umm... See, there was this explosion... And a bunch of robots... That'd scare anyone, wouldn't
it?" she said, trying not to let on the real reason she was running. Gemini gasped at this news.
"Explosions? I thought they were fireworks! That sounds like the work of Dr. Eggman! I should
do something!" Heather thought for a moment. If Gemini went back there, she might be asked if
she saw her. So, she had to stop her. "Wai-wait! You... can't go back there... They... uh... told
everyone to evacuate the area. They won't let you in." she insisted. Gemini shrugged. "I gotta
help though. I've got it! I'll use my wand to teleport in!" she said, pulling out the wand Fred had
given her. Heather panicked, and without thinking, she grabbed the wand from Gemini's hands,
running off with it. "You can't do that!!" she shouted as she ran off. Gemini chased her. "That's
mine! I can't replace that!! Come back!!" Heather wouldn't stop. She was too consumed by fear
at this point, so Gemini was forced to chase her for a while.

Alpha had captured Cream and carried her off toward the shop. Copter was smashing his way
through the robots on his way to rescue her, and since he was headed that way, Crash
followed, believing he was heading in the direction Heather was in. Since they both shared a
common enemy, at least for the time being, Crash had decided to help Copter. "It is much more
sensible that we join forces right now." He had said, "But make no mistake, Experiment 7's
coming with us!"  Copter figured it was best not to argue, under the circumstances. Crash truly
lived up to his name, though. He would charge horn first into anything that got in his way,
knocking everything to pieces as he crashed through them. Copter was a bit slower fighting, but
not quite as clumsy. Soon, they reached where Alpha had Cream hostage. When Crash saw
that Cream wasn't Heather, he took off in a huff. "I can't believe it! You were going after that
runt!? How wasteful of you. And you wasted my time, too! You'll pay for it later!" he growled as
he left. Since there were no other robots left, it was just Copter and Alpha. "Let her go! She's
not who you're after!" Copter shouted. Alpha glared at Copter with his glowing red eyes,
shutters on the eyes closing a bit so that he looked angry. He let out a low robotic growl. Then,
he reopened his shutters and flew off without Cream. "You're right." he said, "Silly rabbit, getting
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captured's for birds!" As Alpha flew away, Copter scratched his head and raised an eyebrow.
"That was too easy..." he said to himself. Cream ran over and gave Copter a hug. "Thank you
so much! Those robots came so suddenly and I was so scared!" she said. Cheese flew over
and hugged Copter's head as well. "Hey, get offa me!" he said, lightly pushing her away. SPOT
scampered over as well. "Yay! Yay!!" he said in a robotic voice. The text on his monitor read
"Thank you, Copter!" as well. "I see Tails has been upgrading that thing." Copter observed.
"Stick with me kid, until we find your friends." Copter suggested. "Thanks again!" Cream said,
following Copter away.

The robots that weren't destroyed were now gone, at least for now. Razor and Chet had rushed
to the New City, where Razor called a cab. Mia was the driver. "Where to, my witness protector
pal?" she asked. "Police station. I think we may be in trouble." Razor said. As he got into the
cab, he spoke to Chet. "Find the others. They should be warned. Soleanna's not as safe as we
thought it'd be." Chet nodded. "Right. I'm off!" The cab drove away, and Chet took off at high
speed in the opposite direction.

Punchy and Rainbow searched, but they couldn't find Copter or Heather. "Gee, where do you
suppose Two went?" Rainbow asked Punchy. "How should I know." he said. They had stopped
near a restaurant, and Punchy was staring hungrily at the building. "Is it time for dinner yet?" he
asked. Suddenly, Punchy heard a splash behind him. He turned around and noticed Rainbow
was missing. "Wha... Hey, Rainbow! Where are ya? You OK?!" he shouted. In a few seconds,
Rainbow climbed out of the water, holding a shiny blue stone. "Think Bluehair will like this?" she
said, showing Punchy what she'd found. "Hey... That looks like a Chaos Emerald... But it can't
be. The lady Sonic carried off was holding the blue emerald. And... well... Chaos Emeralds are
shaped differently. What do you suppose it is?" he said. Rainbow handed it to Punchy. "It's your
lucky day! You can hold on to it, One! Now, let's eat! Two will be fine without us for a while!" she
said cheerfully. Punchy followed her off, gazing at the gem in his hand. "It certainly has a
strange energy in it, though..." he noted.

Copter looked for a while, but couldn't find Heather. "Drat! I hope she's all right!" he said in
frustration at one point. Cream patted his back. "It's OK, Copter. I didn't know you were looking
for someone, but if you describe her to SPOT, I bet he can help you find her!" Copter looked
surprised. "That thing? With just a description? Well, I guess it's worth a try. It's a phoenix. How
many of those you see running around? Just find a phoenix, OK, Fido?" SPOT let out a high
piched "Hey!!" The text on his monitor read "I'm called SPOT, not Fido! However, I will comply.
Sensors detect an odd creature. Follow me." SPOT ran off toward New City, so Copter and
Cream gave chase. "I sure hope this works!" Copter said worriedly. One thing was quite clear,
his next great adventure was now underway!

To be continued...
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3. Mysterious Capers

GeneX - Soleanna Struggle
Chapter 3 - Mysterious Capers

Note: Sonic the Hedgehog and related characters are (c) SEGA and 
Sonic Team. You knew that, right?
GeneX and related fanchars are (c) 2BIT (TheGreatGator), the author.

"Come along for the ride.
Truth can run, but not hide,
For long, the game is on, now..." - Team Chaotix, Sonic Heroes 

Shadow's mission had gone exactly as it was supposed to. He had infiltrated Eggman's base
easily and soon located Rouge. They had even fought off Eggman's Egg Cerberus, and were
now on their way to the GUN rendezvous point in Kingdom Valley. For Guard, his mission to
follow Shadow was about the most boring mission he'd ever embarked on. Gunner had
instructed Guard to take out Shadow if he did anything he wasn't supposed to do, but Shadow
had been on his best behavior since... well... ever! Not that Guard had a problem with this. He
really had no particular desire to fight Shadow, but he also didn't like "baby-sitting," as he called
it. However, he would not be bored much longer.

They soon reached the rebdezvous point. Guard stayed out of sight and awaited the arrival of
the GUN agents that were supposed to meet them there. Rouge was talking to Shadow while
they waited. "The former king of Soleanna used to reside in this castle. But a major accident
occurred 10 years ago, and no one's lived here since. I think the name of the plan was..."
Before Rouge could finish speaking, Eggman finished for her. "The Solaris Project." The mad
scientist lowered into the area on his large Egg Mobile craft. "It was an ambitious project named
after their eternal Sun God!" Guard began watching more intently, but he couldn't act until
Shadow did something wrong. "Doctor!" Rouge gasped. "It's been a while my dear Rouge. And
of course, Shadow. Now, if you'd be so kind as to hand back the Scepter of Darkness you took
from me!" Eggman said, signaling his robots to surround and attack them. In the sudden attack,
Rouge took flight with the scepter. Eggman, seeing this, moved some switches on his ship and
punched her out of the sky with the ships robotic hands. As Rouge and the scepter fell
seperately, Shadow had to act quickly. He ran over and caught Rouge, but didn't have time to
catch the scepter. "NO!!" Eggman yelled as he realized what was going to happen next. The
scepter crashed to the ground and immediately began sparking with energy. The resulting
shockwave stunned Eggman's robots. "It's no use! Pull back! Pull back!! Pull back!!!" Eggman
shouted, flying his Egg Mobile away hastily.

A dark shadow burst out of the scepter, dove into the air, then flew around the area, taking out
the robots one by one as it blasted through them. Finally, the shadow dove into the air once
more before diving into the shade cast by Shadow! From where the shadow dove in, a creature
began to rise. As it did, it absorbed the shadow cast by Shadow. The creature looked nearly
identical to Shadow, except for a few minor color differences. Where shadow was red, the
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creature was a pale violet, and its muzzle was a similar color. The creature had no mouth, and
its green pupils appeared almost crystalline. It let out a sinister laugh. "Oh, how ironic fate can
be! I would never have believed I would be ressurrected through YOUR shade! I thank you,
Shadow the Hedgehog." The creature appeared to know Shadow, but Shadow was certain they
had never met. "Who are you? And how do you know my name?" he asked. The creature
began to approach Shadow, its gaze pointed toward the ground. "I'm Mephiles. Mephiles the
Dark." it said. Mephiles slowly looked up at Shadow. "What? Did you forget me?" he said
angrily. Guard was watching tensely from his hiding place. He could not move until Shadow did
something wrong. Mephiles continued speaking. "I owe much to you, Shadow." he said, raising
his hand. "Oh, yes...." A small vortex appeared just above Mephiles's hand. "What you gave to
me, I now return to you! A one way ticket to oblivion!!" At that moment, the vortex grew until in
enveloped Mephiles, Shadow, and Rouge. Guard could wait no longer, and dashed toward
them, but was too late. The vortex vanished, and with it, Shadow, Rouge and Mephiles. Guard
had launched himself a bit too fast, and ended up crashing to the floor where Mephiles had
been standing. "Ooof!! Gotta work on my timing..." he grunted.

Guard stood up and searched the area. No sign of Shadow or the others could be seen, only
the sparking remains of the robots Mephiles had destroyed. Suddenly, Guard heard something
land behind him. He spun around and pointed his scythe at the intruder, who quickly put his
hands up. "Whoa! Watch it! I'm unarmed and not dangerous!" The intruder was a gargoyle! It
was orange, with black stripes going down its sides. It was taller than Guard, but scrawnier as
well, and clearly posed no threat, so Guard lowered his scythe. "Grrrrr... How long have you
been here?" Guard asked. The other gargoyle looked at the watch he was wearing. "Oh, about
five minutes. Didn't you know I was here? I guess you were distracted by that Dark that was just
here. Looks like a new one, too." The gargoyle looked around at the broken robots. "Toughest
one I've ever seen, too. We could really be in for it, now." he said. "Grrrr... You called that
thing... A Dark?" Guard questioned. The other gargoyle shook his head. "I knew it. You're not
part of the tribe. Which is odd, considering there's only one Gargoyle tribe in the world... That I
know of. So, I suppose I better introduce myself. My name's Rick. Who're you, and where'd ya
come from?" he said in a serious tone. Guard was about to answer, when a blast of white
energy tore through the air and then right through Rick's chest! Guard spun around and looked
up in the direction the blast had come from. He caught a glimpse of what appeared to be a
cloaked figure with wings flying away. It was going too fast, and Guard knew he couldn't catch
it, so he instead ran over to Rick to see if anything could be done. It was futile, Rick had been
killed outright. "Grrrr... One question comes to mind. Was that shot meant for him, or for me..."
Guard muttered. He desired to investigate further, but he would not get the chance.

Just then, a helicopter flew overhead. It was the GUN team that was supposed to meet Shadow
and Rouge. Guard stood saluting until the copter landed and some agitated GUN agents ran
out. "Holy hell, what happened?!" the apparent agent in charge said to Guard. "Eggman found
them, sir." Guard replied. The agents were aiming rifles at Guard now. "Maybe you better
explain what you're doing here with a dead civilian!" the lead agent shouted. Guard dropped his
scythe, as his programming commanded when faced with GUN soldiers. "There was nothing I
could do for this gargoyle. Grrr... An assasin was here moments ago. I'm unsure if this was the
intended target." he explained. The agent was not satisfied. "Where's Agent Rouge and Agent
Shadow? Did you have anything to do with their disappearance?" he questioned. "It was the
scepter. Grrrr.... Something happened, and a creature was released from it. I think it kidnapped
them." Guard replied. The agent would not lower his gun. "Get in the chopper. You'll be
questioned further back at HQ." he ordered. Just then, a whiny voice was heard from inside the
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helicopter. "What's taking so long!?" The owner of the voice exited the chopper. It was Sgt.
Gunner's personal Spy! "This gargoyle witnessed some unexpected events here. We need to
bring him in and connect him to a lie detector." the head agent said. Spy ran up in front of the
agent and made him lower his gun. "That's the sarge's Guard, pal! He's here under Gunner's
orders, and it looks like it's a good thing, too. You can trust whatever he says, sir." Spy informed
the agent. The agent had a puzzled expression now. "Gunner's Guard? Why weren't we notified
he would be here? Well, anyway, thanks Agent Spizzweld. You just saved us a trip. We'll file
our report with Soleanna police and call HQ for orders! Let's go!" he said. As the agents
returned to the helicopter, Spy ran over to Guard. "See, I'm not totally useless! C'mon, Guard.
You've done well. We'll see Sarge Gunner hears of this!" he said, leading Guard into the
chopper. "Don't celebrate yet." Guard muttered. "Grrrr... This mission's far from over..."

Those who traveled from Station Square to Soleanna as part of the witness protection program
were living together in a safe house located in Soleanna's New City. Although they had been
warned to stay at the safe house as long as the experiments were in the city, most of them
ignored this and went about their daily routines. Razor was busy working at the Soleanna police
station. Mia was running her taxi service and making no efforts to keep a low profile. Bill and
Bob had set up shop in the New City restaurant, operating a small bar within the restaurant.
Chet constantly visited all of them to make sure they were keeping out of trouble, and to see if
he could find the experiments first so he could confront them. This left Razor's young brother,
Tommy, to be baby-sat by Katie. However, Katie had her own concerns as well. She was
asking Tommy questions while he tried to watch cartoons. "Say, Tom, did anyone come by here
last night looking for me? Would you know?" she asked. Tommy shook his head. "Nope.
Nobody came but the pizza guy. By the way, Chet borrowed your wallet to pay for it." he told
her. "That Chet! I've been waiting for him to come back. See, I met a new friend yesterday. She
seemed troubled, and didn't have a place to stay, so I invited her to stay the night with us. I
even showed her where we were staying, but she never showed up. I think she was in
trouble..." Tommy was too into the show he was watching to pay attention, but Katie was too
nervous to care. "She seemed so... fragile... I have to try and find her! Tell Chet to stay here
until I get back when he comes, OK?" she said, grabbing a coat and heading for the door.
"'Kay..." Tommy said, not really paying attention. Katie left quickly, and about ten minutes later,
Chet arrived. "Hey, Tom! Keepin' out of trouble? Where's Katie?" he asked, passing into the
next room before Tommy could answer. "KATIE!!?" he shouted, prompting Tommy to turn up
the volume on the TV. A moment later, Chet returned. "Did Katie say where she was going?" he
asked. Luckily, a commercial had come on, so Tommy was finally paying attention. "Huh?
Katie? She left?" he said. "Funny... I don't think she said anything..." Now Chet was worried. He
grabbed the phone and started dialing. "Gotta see if she's OK, but I can't leave the kid alone.
House could be on fire and he wouldn't notice 'till a commercial..."

By this time, the helicopter carrying Guard had arrived in Soleanna. While the GUN agents filed
their reports and attempted to contact HQ, Guard had spoken to Razor at the police station.
Razor was eager to do whatever he could to help Guard out, and offered to take him to
someone who may be able to give them a lead on the identity of the mysterious assasin. So,
they arrived at the restaurant where Bill and Bob were working. Bill had just gotten off the
phone with Chet when Razor sat down on a bar stool. "Hey, Billy-boy! What's up? We have a
few questions for ya." he said. Bill leaned against the counter. "Yeah, um, Razor? Katie's left
the safe house. Chet wants to look for her, but he needs someone to watch over Tommy." he
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said. Razor groaned a bit. "Is Chet gonna wait there? This should only take a minute." he
asked. Bill nodded, then watched Guard sit on one of the bar stools. "Oh, boy, it's a reunion.
Sorry, I ain't seen neither hide nor hair of them experiments. Kinda weird that they follow us so
easily. Think they're lookin' for us?" Bill asked. Guard shrugged. "Grrrr... I really don't know
what you're talking about. Grrr... Have you seen any strange characters around, either of you?"
he asked. Bob had just finished tending to a customer and was first to reply. "I don't reckon I
have. Y'know, 'cept you. An' I also saw Eggman on the news." he said. Guard grunted in
agitation at the mention of Eggman's name. "Grrr... Maybe he's behind it all." he muttered.
"Anyone with wings?" Razor asked. Bill looked thoughtful. "Now you mention it, there was this
red birdy in the bar last night. Real jumpy type. Wouldn't order nothin' but water. Seemed to
have an odd reaction to the water, too. Steam. Her body let loose a lot of steam. Weird, I
thought. She left when this hooded feller peeked in. I think she was waitin' fer this character."
he said. Guard looked around the room, then back at Bill. "Grrrr... The hood... Did that person
have wings?" he asked. Bill and Bob looked at each other unsurely, and Razor and Guard knew
they didn't know. Razor tossed a wad of cash on the table. "For the info, and some cola. Can't
drink the good stuff, I'm on duty." Bill tossed Razor a soda can and he and Guard left the bar. 

Without much to go on, Razor and Guard returned to the police station, where Razor planned to
go looking for the police captain so that he may inform him of the situation at the safe house.
However, before he could, Katie showed up at the station looking for him. "Razor! I have to ask
you something!" she shouted. Razor looked a bit miffed. "You know you left Tommy alone at
the safe house. He's just a kid, Kate, he needs supervision." he said. Katie looked apologetic.
"Sorry... But I had to go. You see, I met this girl last night, Heather, and I think she may be in
trouble." she explained. Razor led her to a bench by the wall and they sat down. "What kinda
trouble?" he asked. "Well, you see, when I met her she was a bit jumpy, and seemed afraid
about something. I invited her to stay with us, but she never showed up. I think something bad
happened to her..." she explained. Razor looked thoughtful for a moment. "Was she a bird? A
red bird?" he asked. Katie nodded. "How'd you know?" she asked in astonishment. Razor stood
up and led Katie to the door. "Listen, I'll look into it. But I want you to go back to the safe house
and stay there. Things are getting crazy enough without all of you wandering around with bull's
eyes on ya." he said. Katie agreed, and went on her way.

At the same time, Guard was calling Gunner using a video phone. After explaining the situation,
Guard awaited Gunner's orders. Gunner looked thoughtful before answering. "I feel all this
strange stuff you've been telling me about is all connected. That said, I think the biggest threat
is that shadow creature. I want you to find Lord Regis. He's an important person in Soleanna,
and he might know something about the scepter and the creature. Interrogate him. That's the
best place to start. Under the circumstances, you may be our only chance of stopping this thing.
Don't fail me, Guard!" Gunner commanded. Guard gave a salute and turned off the phone. With
Guard no longer watching him, Gunner's look changed from serious to enraged. "Shadow's
gotta be behind this! Furry freaks! Just wait, I'll have them exposed as the monsters they really
are yet!!"

Up on a rooftop, Illusi the Shrew had encountered Lospecter once again. "Welly welly well, if it
isn't Illoser the meddler. If I didn't know better, I'd say you were looking for me!" Lospecter said.
Illusi snapped his fingers and a group of Wrongos appeared and surrounded Lospecter. "I need
to know what you're doing here, Lospecter. Why here, why now? You're not planning on using
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the Flames of Disaster for something, are you?" he questioned. Lospecter pulled out a few
cards seemingly from nowhere and looked them over. "My cards say you're getting a bit too
nosey, Luce. Naughty naughty. I think you mean to oppose the Lost Ones! Very stupid. Know
what else the cards say? You'll be joining us very soon." Just then, a group of Lospirits flew up
from under the roof and knocked the Wrongos into oblivion. Then, they turned their attention to
Illusi. "Sorry, pal, but to be honest, I hate you. Which is too bad, 'cuz I kinda like you. Get him,
spirits!" Illusi ran away quickly, leaping from rooftop to rooftop in the attempt to escape, but the
Lospirits were gaining on him. Illusi was forced to use more advanced escape techniques. He
clutched an odd key, held it in front of himself, turned it like it was in a lock, and jumped through
a vortex that appeared in front of him, closing it behind him before the Lospirits could catch him.
Lospecter snapped his "fingers." "Slippery soul. But I'll get him next time."

Meanwhile, Guard found Lord Regis in front of a large building with a bell at the top. It was
behind the festival torch where Eggman had attacked the night before. Regis was a bit
flustered, no doubt concerned by a few incidents that had occurred the night before and that
morning. "Grrrr! Regis! I need to know anything you can tell me about the Scepter of Darkness!"
Guard growled. The growling seemed to startle Regis greatly. "Don't speak to me like that! Do
you know who I am? Anyway, I can't tell you about that. Go away." he said. Guard would not
leave. "Listen! This could be very important! Grrrrr! It could mean the difference between
salvation and disaster for this city!" he said. "Are you threatening me, gargoyle!?" Regis
shouted, "You don't scare me! I was sworn to secrecy on this information, and by Solaris, I'll
never talk! Now leave these premises, or you will be escorted out!" Guard didn't like being
spoken to like that, and he suddenly lost control and slammed Regis against the wall! "Grrrrrrr!!!
This is getting old! Tell me about the Scepter, and that Dark creature!" he roared. Regis
struggled to his feet, and the police rushed over toward the commotion. "What's all this then?!"
one of the officers asked. Regis pointed an accusing finger at Guard. "This beast assaulted me!
He's been threatening me, too! Arrest him!" At this point, Guard realized he had made a grave
mistake. The officers approached him with guns and nightsticks, but Guard wasn't going
anywhere with them. "Grrrr... It IS rather fitting, I guess. Grrr... Now ALL the experiments are on
the run!" Guard quickly burst away from the ground and flew off toward the beach. The police
followed as best they could, and took a few shots with their guns as well, but they would not be
able to catch Guard that easily. Truly, it was not going to be easy from here onward.

Back in New City, Mia was driving around aimlessly. Work was slow, as people in Soleanna
weren't big on traveling by car. She was just about ready to return to the safe house when she
heard a scream coming from a nearby alleyway! She immediately recognized the voice as
Katie's, and drove toward the scream. In moments, she spotted Katie tied up in a helicopter,
which was flying away from the city! She couldn't see who was driving it, but the fact that the
helicopter was colored red led her to one conclusion. "Katie's been kidnapped... By Eggman?!"

Razor had heard the commotion of Guard being chased away from his location near the gate of
New City. He arrived in time to see Guard escape his pursuers. The officers were headed in his
direction now, so Razor asked them what was going on. "Gargoyle attacked Lord Regis.
Everyone's goin' crazy this week." the officer explained. As the police passed by, Razor thought
about everything going on that day. "Something's off here. Guard wouldn't go after Regis
without a reason. And all that stuff he told me... Something stinks here." he thought. Just then,
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he heard someone call his name. It was Mia! "What's the matter?!" Razor asked. Mia looked
panicked and frightened. "It's Katie, officer! I heard her scream and... She's been kidnapped!"
Razor's expression became utterly serious at that moment. It was clear now, something was
wrong, and it had to be bigger than it all seemed. Razor requested Mia drive him back to the
police station. He couldn't guess how the kidnapping, Rick's murder, Guard's arrest order, and
this mysterious Heather could all be connected, but he was certain now; it was going to be a
rough day.

To be continued...
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4. Heather the Phoenix

GeneX - Soleanna Struggle
Chapter 4 - Heather the Phoenix

Note: Sonic the Hedgehog and related characters are (c) SEGA and 
Sonic Team. You knew that, right?
GeneX and related fanchars are (c) 2BIT (TheGreatGator), the author.

"I can feel your every rage,
Step aside, I'll turn the page,
Breakin' through your crazy maze, 
Like a laser beam, my eyes on you!" - Sonic Heroes, Main Theme 

It had been a rough night for Copter. He'd attempted to catch Experiment 7 using SPOT's
sensors, but the signal was soon lost. With nothing to go on, Copter and Cream decided to get
some rest. Cream had slept in a cozy bed at a hotel, with Cheese resting on the pillow beside
her. SPOT curled up on the floor near the wall, with his tail plugged in so he could recharge.
That left Copter to lie awake on a large windowsill in the room, gazing up at the stars all night,
until sunrise. He thought about the phoenix. Why had she tried to run from him? What exactly
did Bucky and the experiments under his employ do to make her so full of distrust? Copter had
also come up with a more pressing question: What exactly was his plan? What was he to do
once he found the phoenix? Stay with her until Bucky and the others stopped chasing her? In
the end he decided it was best to make up his "plan" as he went along. He thought about other
things, too, basically every aspect of his life to date, and these thoughts had kept him awake
the whole night. That morning, he rolled off the windowsill and woke Cream up with the loud
"THUD" that resulted from his fall. "I need sleepin' pills..." he muttered to himself as he climbed
to his feet. Cream rose from the bed, stretched, and yawned. "Morning, Mr. Copter." she said
drowsily, "Are you OK? That sounded painful." Copter smiled. "I'm OK. Didn't hurt anything
important. Just my head."

In a few moments, Copter and Cream left the room and began marching to the hotel's front
desk to check out. On the way, they found Gemini, heading in the same direction. "Hey, I know
you two!" she said happily, "If I'd known we were at the same hotel, I might've stayed with you
last night! How've you both been?" She leaned against the wall, polishing the gem on her wand
as Copter and Cream stopped to chat with her. "It was kind of crazy last night, but at least I
slept well!" Cream said. Copter still looked drowsy. "Here's a good lesson. Always finish your
adventures BEFORE it's time to sleep. Otherwise the craziness of it all will keep you awake." he
said, yawning, "What're you doin' in Soleanna, Gemini?" She motioned for them to follow her,
and they continued to talk as they made their way to the hotel's elevator. "I'm sort of on my own
adventure." she said, "But I got sidetracked last night when some lunatic took my wand! I don't
know why she took it, 'cause she obviously didn't want it. Once she got away from me, she
ditched it. Sure was an odd bird..." Copter ran in front of her and stopped her by placing his
hands on her shoulders. "Back up! WAS it a bird? A red bird, perhaps?" he asked excitedly.
Gemini nodded, staring blankly at him as she did. "Why?" she asked. "I know! I know!" SPOT
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said. Gemini glanced at the robot's screen, which explained that Copter was searching for a
phoenix. "Wow, she had better luck than us, and she wasn't even looking!" Cream observed,
"Why do you think she stole her wand, though?" Copter led the way as they resumed their walk.
"Can you tell me where you found the wand? It'd be a big help to me." he asked, glancing back
at Gemini. "Sure, but... LOOK OUT!!" Gemini's shout came too late. Copter, who wasn't looking
where he was going, had stepped into the stairway at the end of the hall and stumbled down
the stairs, screaming like mad! "Did it occur to you at all that you could've grabbed me!!!?"
Copter shouted up as they began to run down to him. Gemini looked half apologetic, half
annoyed. "Y'know, I think you'd probably have pulled me down with you!" she said.

Copter wasn't hurt, though, and as soon they reached the hotel lobby. Copter and Gemini
checked out, but Cream chose not to. "Cheese, SPOT, and I will wait here. SPOT will tell me if
Sonic or Tails pass by, and I should be safe here. Thanks for everything, Copter! And good
luck!" she said, taking a seat in the lobby. Copter waved good-bye to her. "OK, good luck,
kiddo." he said. As he walked away, Copter muttered something else under his breath. "Didn't
need to be constantly watching her, anyway." Gemini heard this and smacked him over the
head with her wand. "Don't be mean! Far as I can see, she was just trying to help you!" she
said, stepping outside the hotel. Copter rubbed his head. "Yeah, well, she's more help than you
are, I guess! Pushin' me down the stairs and hitting me with sticks..." They began walking down
the street, Copter following Gemini. "So, where'd the phoenix ditch your stick?" he asked.
Gemini turned around and started scolding him with her wand. "First off, this is NOT a stick! It's
a magic wand! Second, we're on the way there now, so keep your pants on!" she said. "I don't
have any pants." Copter said. "It's an expression! Anyway, I found my wand near the entrance
to the desert. Know where that is?" Gemini asked. Copter scratched his head, thinking. In a
moment he realized he had no idea where that was and sighed in frustration. "Lead the way..."
he muttered. "Pushy, difficult people." he thought as he followed Gemini toward the older part of
Soleanna.

"So, what happened? Why was that gargoyle placed under arrest?" Razor was in front of the
entrance to the desert, questioning Lord Regis about what had happened earlier. He couldn't
find any leads on why Katie was kidnapped earlier, but he believed that Guard's activities may
have in some way been related to the incident, though he could not guess how. Regis wore an
irritated expression, for he had already been asked this several times by the Soleanna police.
"For the last time, assault. He attacked me in an attempt to force me to give up confidential
information!" he insisted. He turned to leave when Razor cleared his throat loudly. "Ahem!" Lord
Regis turned back to Razor. "What, there's more this time? Well, at least you're a dutiful
policeman... or porcupine... What else do you wish to know?" he said. "Well, I'm just curious...
What exactly was the information the gargoyle wanted?" Razor wondered. Regis looked a bit
stressed as he answered. "He wanted information about the Scepter of Darkness... And
something about a 'Dark.' I know a bit about the scepter, but this 'Dark' is new to me. Does it
mean anything to you?" Razor shook his head. "Thanks for your time, m'lord. I'm just going to
have a chat with the desert guards and be on my way." With that, Regis walked off.

It was at this time that Copter and Gemini arrived in the area. They stopped just before the
bridge that led to the entrance to the desert. Why had they stopped? Copter had spotted Razor
talking to the guards on the other side. His frustration now reached a boiling point. "Oh, of all
the rotten luck! What's that crazy motorcycle cop doing here!?! What, did he FOLLOW me?!"
Gemini looked across the bridge at Razor. "So... Had some trouble with the law, Copter?" she
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asked. Copter's rage intensified as he recalled the events that occurred just before he left on
this quest. "Don't you watch the news, Gemini? That insane old GUN Sargent had ALL of the
experiments placed under arrest for what that jerk Kosmo tried to do! And who ends up being
chased all over Station Square? Is it Kosmo? Zipp, perhaps? NO! The stupid cops gotta go
chasing ME around!!!" Just then, Gemini silenced Copter by pushing him into the canal. Just in
time, too, as Razor looked over just as Copter fell out of sight. "Hey, what's going on over
there?" Razor shouted to Gemini. Thinking fast, Gemini came up with a response. "Um... I was
playing with the volume on my radio... Um... Yeah, I was listening to talk radio, and I guess I
overdid it on the sound..." she said. Razor looked at her curiously. "What radio? You didn't drop
it in the canal?" he asked. "Um... It startled me..." she replied sheepishly. "Well, it's broken now.
Let that be a lesson to you, no radios near the water." Razor grumbled. He then resumed
talking to the guards while Copter quietly climbed out of the canal and walked away toward the
nearby fountain so Razor wouldn't spot him as easily. Gemini followed him, holding back
laughter. "Oh, sure, that's real funny. You ain't gonna be laughing when I push you in!" Copter
grumbled. "Sorry, but he would've spotted you. Anyway, you're not gonna try to go in there, are
you? There's always guards posted there! You'll be caught!" Gemini warned. Copter wasn't
about to give up, though. "There's gotta be a way..." he said, wringing out his tails like damp
rags. As he did so, he looked at his tailband and remembered something. "That's it! Conan said
my tailband could make me invisible! I just need to figure out how it works..." He tensed his
muscles, trying to invoke the power of the tailband. "Is this working?" he asked Gemini. "Not
unless you're trying to look stupid." she said. Copter sat down on the edge of the fountain and
placed his head in his hands. "Of course... Well, I don't have time to figure it out right now..." he
mumbled. Gemini snapped her fingers as the answer came to her. "No, you don't need
invisibility, you need.... a diversion!"

"Brilliant!" came a voice from the other side of the fountain. It was Rainbow! She and Punchy
had been listening from the other side of the fountain the whole time, and now walked over to
Copter and Gemini. "Leave it to us, Two!" Rainbow said. Copter stood up and shook Punchy's
hand. "Congratulations, Punch! I thought you were toasted by the robots last night!" he said.
Punchy raised an eyebrow. "Toast? Me? C'mon, Copt, give me some credit!" he said. Rainbow
was holding the gem they'd found the night before. "At least we found this pretty bit of treasure!
Captain Bluehair'll like it, don't ya think?" she said, showing it to Copter. Gemini gasped in
amazement at the gem. "It's a Time Stone!" she told them. Copter was uninterested. "Yeah,
yeah, but you didn't find Experiment 7. Gemini did. Seven stole her wand and ditched it before
heading into the desert. So, I need someone to distract the police while I head in there." he
explained. Punchy gave him a thumbs up. "Don't you worry. We know how to deal with this guy,
right Rainbow?" he said. "Uh, sure... Follow me, One!" Rainbow shouted, running off toward the
police. Punchy and Gemini followed her. "You're on your own, Copter! I'm gonna tail these guys
and their Time Stone for a while! Good luck!" Gemini shouted. Copter followed the three of
them at a distance, waiting for the police to leave.

"Hey, colorblind! Still think my hands are red!?" Rainbow shouted to Razor as she approached
him. Razor was taken aback by Punchy and Rainbow's sudden appearence. "OK... Are you
here to turn yourselves in?" he asked. Punchy laughed at him. "No, we just thought we'd say
hello to our favorite officer. Have you had your breakfast donut today?" he said. Gemini taunted
him by sticking her tongue out. "Nya, nya, dumb cops! Last case you got to the bottom of was a
box of cookies!" Now, Razor and the guards were mad. "That's it! We'll fix you!"

Copter watched as the police chased Punchy, Rainbow, and Gemini away. "Ah, yes, very
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masterful. Well, here I go!" He quickly dashed to the canal, flew across, and ran into the
entrance to Dusty Desert. The blazing sun and scorching sand took Copter by surprise, he
wasn't expecting such a dramatic change to the environment so quickly. "Dang it, why a
desert?! I'm used to cool, air conditioned places..." he thought. What was worse about this
desert was that much of the sand was quicksand, which Copter soon found out! With a little
help from his tailband, though, he was able to escape the quicksand. He then flew to the stone
floor that had been built long ago to protect the people living there from the dangers of the
sand. "What kinda desert is made out of quicksand, anyway?! This place makes no sense!"
Copter grumbled. Suddenly, he heard explosions coming from the direction of the large temple
at the center of the desert. "Sounds like Eggman's robots are falling to pieces again! I'd better
check this out!" Copter decided.

Upon reaching the source of the noise, Copter found it wasn't Experiment 7 fighting with
Eggman's robots, much to his disappointment. It was Tails! "Of course! He's following me, too!
Just not on purpose... Well, I don't have time to help him with those robots! Experiment 7 could
have moved on by now!" he thought, but unfortunately, Tails and the robots were fighting on the
path, and Copter would have to pass them to get any further. "OK, if ever there was a moment I
needed the invisibility to work, this is it!" Copter attempted to make it work by concentrating, but
with no mirrors or anything to let him know if it was working, he was just going to have to
attempt to pass by and hope it was working. He attempted to pass as quietly as possible, but it
was useless. The tailband's invisibility still wasn't working! Half of the robots stopped chasing
Tails and started targeting Copter instead. "Aw, crud..." Now, Copter had no option but to help
Tails fight off the robots. Copter began his usual routine of whipping robots to pieces with his
tails, doing his best to avoid getting shot. These robots' shots weren't exactly lethal, but taking
too many hits from them definetely wasn't a good idea. Meanwhile, Tails' strategy was to fight
from a distance using containers of dummy rings. "Hey, stop that, Tails! I can't tell the
dangerous rings from real ones!" Copter shouted, doing his best to avoid them as they
scattered upon being released from the containers.

Eggman's latest model of robots were rather unintelligent. It did not take long before Tails and
Copter finished reducing them all to spare parts. "Gosh, the Egg Pawns almost seem smart
compared to these dopes." Copter commented as he and Tails began resting near the entrance
to the desert temple. "Thanks for your help, Copter. I was trying to distract the robots so Sonic
could lead the princess to safety. Eggman had kidnapped her!" Tails explained. Copter frowned.
"Yes, I was in the vicinity when it happened." he said. They were both quiet for a moment, each
wondering what exactly Eggman was up to. "So, what brings you to Soleanna?" Tails asked
after a moment. "Bucky." Copter replied, "He created more experiments. One of them ran away,
but unlike me and Punchy, Bucky's not letting her go. He sent the experiments under his
employ to capture her. I'm here to help her escape. You wouldn't happen to have seen her,
would you? She's a phoenix, a red bird." Tails' eyes lit up. "I... I saw her! While I was leading
the robots away! I noticed a bird going into the temple here!" he said. "Really?" Copter said,
looking in the doorway to the temple. He turned and shook hands with his original before doing
anything else. "Thanks a lot. Don't forget about Cream and those little critters with her. See ya."
he said. "Wait! Let me help you!" Tails offered. Copter waved good-bye. "Forget it, Tails. You'd
just be a third wheel. Besides, I can take care of myself!" Tails couldn't help worrying, but
waved back anyway. "Good luck, Copter!" he said. Without another thought, Copter entered the
dark, cavernous temple and resumed his search.

Experiment 7 had not gone far into the temple. She was in a large room where someone had
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apparently gotten into a fight with Eggman's robots. Broken objects were scattered all around
the area, some mechanical and some ancient. The phoenix sat on the floor at the base of one
of the support pillars in the room, lost in thought. As Copter entered the room, she jumped to
her feet and backed away from him immediately. "Holy cow, did you smash these robots?"
Copter asked. She shook her head. "It was some hedgehog with powers... I was watching him
fight before I came in here." She was keeping her distance as Copter slowly walked towards
her. "Easy, seven. I'm not here to hurt you." Copter assured her. She glared at him with distrust.
"Then, why are you following me? Who are you?" she asked. "I am Experiment 2. Copter is my
name. I came to help you escape from Bucky. Um... That's our creator if you don't know. Do
you have a name?" Experiment 7 looked him over. Copter didn't seem dangerous exactly.
Thinking back, she remembered that last time, like this time, he hadn't attempted to do her any
harm. Still, she maintained her distance. "I... I've called myself Heather..." she said at last.
Copter smiled a little. "That's nice... For once one of us experiments was able to think of a real
name. A nice name. You can probably tell that I had no clue what to call myself." he said.
Heather became a bit less tense now. "Hmmm... I'd say you look like an... Arthur." she said.
Copter grimaced a bit. "Arthur? Really?" His reaction looked a bit funny, and Heather found
herself laughing. It was the first time she'd ever laughed in her life. Copter grinned a bit. He
finally felt like they were getting somewhere. "So, what do you say? Come with me, and I'll help
you find a way to make Bucky and Eggman stop chasing you." he said. Heather looked
thoughtful for a moment, but before she could reply, someone else entered the room. It was a
dark grey she-wolf, who wore a tight black suit. Her right eye was covered by overgrown hair.
"You know how to stop someone from chasing you?" she said, more telling than asking, "You
tear off their legs." Copter backed away from the newcomer and stood beside Heather. "Who
are you, and what do you want?" he growled. The wolf grinned playfully at him. "What? Do I
scare you? You needn't worry. I wouldn't harm a fellow furry. At least, not unless they got in my
way. I merely overheard you two talking and wish to offer my assistance. If you both will come
with me, I'll take good care of you..." she said. Copter could tell there was something sinister
about this person. "I think we'll be fine on our own. So why don't you just start walkin'!" he
snarled. Heather felt a bit curious, but was still overall distrustful toward most people. "I... think I
agree with him. Thanks for the offer... But no thanks." The wolf's smile did not fade. She simply
began walking away. "You think about it, all right? But dare not forget my name! I am Fera the
Wolf!" With that, she disappeared into the corridors of the temple as suddenly as she had
appeared. Copter scoffed at Fera. "I don't trust that one." he said bluntly. Heather nodded in
agreement. "She seems... Creepy..." Copter began walking toward the path to the temple's exit.
"So, how about we find a way out of here?" he asked. Heather thought a moment, and decided
she might as well give him a chance, so she began to follow him along.

Sonic had earlier rescued Elise from Dr. Eggman. From the desert, he'd taken her to a vast,
grassy field. It was a beautiful, peacful area, a surprising place to be so near the desert. After
running for a while, Sonic stopped to rest. "I have no words to express how grateful I am for
your help." Elise said as she rose to her feet. She then noticed that Sonic's arm had been
injured during the escape. "You're hurt!" Sonic shook his arm a bit. "It's nothing." he insisted.
"Don't say that!" Elise said, kneeling down and tying a cloth around the injury. "I'm sorry. It's all
my fault." she said sadly. Sonic couldn't stand to see her cry. "Smile." he said, wagging his
finger. As he did so, a butterfly flew up and landed on his nose. Elise smiled and lightly brushed
it away, watching as it flew off. Her smile made Sonic feel a bit better, and he began walking
along. "Your smile. That's all I need." he told her. As she began following him, Sonic asked
about the kidnapping. "Eggman mentioned the Flames of Disaster. Is that why he's after you?"
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he asked. "Yes. The name of the sun god our country honors is Solaris. It is told that his rage
would destroy the world. His wrath comes in the form of the Flames of Disaster. Ten years ago,
we almost faced the full force of his fury. I was a child then, so I don't remember it very well..."
Elise stopped in her tracks as she recalled the result of the accident. "I lost my father then..."
she said solemnly, "And now that man is trying to cause the same disaster again! What can I
do?" Sonic thought over everything Elise told him, then grabbed her hand and started running.
"Sonic? Sonic, wait! I can't run that fast!" Elise shouted in a panic. "Don't worry! Just raise your
head and run!" Sonic told her as they began an exhilarating run across the plains.

Elsewhere on the plains, Copter and Heather were walking along. "So, why exactly are you
helping me, Copter? You got some sort of crush on me?" she asked him. Copter groaned a bit.
"Oh, no, no, no, you got me all wrong. First off, I am THROUGH with love! It resulted in too big
a disaster last time. No, I'm just helping you because... hmm... because..." Copter had to think
about it a bit. He never really thought much about why he was doing this. Heather thought a bit
about what he said. "So, you've had your heart broken... I'm not sure, but... I think that's sad..."
she said. She hadn't been alive very long, so she wasn't always very sure what was normal and
what wasn't. Copter ignored her statement and finished his thought. "I'm helping you... because
it's the right thing to do. That's all there is to it." he said. Heather placed her arm around his
shoulder in a consoling manner. "I'm sorry about your heartbreak." she said. "Don't worry about
it." Copter sighed. Just then, they heard footsteps rapidly approaching them. "Oh, shoot!
Someone's coming! We have to hide or something!" Copter said urgently. Heather gasped
suddenly. "C-copter? Where are you?" she asked. "Huh? Hey, I'm invisible! So, NOW the
tailband works! Um... Maybe if you take my hand, it'll work on you, too!" Copter suggested.
Heather reached out and grabbed in the direction of Copter's voice. "That's my nose!" Copter
grunted. "Sorry..." Heather replied. Copter took her hand in his himself, and she vanished as
well. "Now, keep as quiet as possible..." he whispered as Sonic and Elise arrived close by.
They slowed to a stop, and Elise sat down to rest from the run. Sonic turned to look at her.
"Feels great, doesn't it?" he asked. "Yes..." Elise replied, out of breath, "I've never run so fast
before!" Sonic cracked a slight smile. "Nothing starts until you take action!" he said, "If you have
time to worry, then run!" After hearing that, Copter led Heather away from the area, out of sight,
and released her hand. They both became visible at once. "What a preachy moron. 'Nothing
starts until you take action.' Phooey! You know, if you don't take action, things will start anyway.
You just won't be able to control them. The truth is, you have to take action first, before the
action takes you!" Copter said.

Copter and Heather started heading back for the city. They'd find Punchy and Rainbow, then
find Gator and head back to Station Square. They would be safe hiding out at Rainbow's place.
Along the way, Heather noticed a sparkle in the grass. It was green, so most would probably
miss it in the vast green area. She bent down and picked it up. "What's that?" Copter asked.
Heather looked it over. "It's a Time Stone." she said. "How do you know that?" Copter asked.
Suddenly, a loud, motor-like sound was heard approaching them quickly. They didn't have time
to go invisible, as they were surrounded before they knew it! A trio of birds on extreme gear flew
circles around them, laughing tauntingly at them. "Wh-what do they want?" Heather said
nervously. "I bet I can guess." Copter growled. A green hawk, the apparent leader of the trio,
swooped at Heather, causing her to panic and drop the Time Stone, which the hawk snatched
up and began flying away. Copter jumped onto his board in an attempt to get the stone back.
"Hand that over, chump! Who taught you bozos manners?" he shouted, struggling to hold on.
"Do you know who you're talking to?" the hawk squawked. He spun his gear in the air and
knocked Copter off, stopping his escape to laugh at him. "No gear, no glory! Ground dwellers
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have no hope of stopping the Babylon Rogues! I'm Jet, and I'm the leader of this team!" A
purple swallow girl pulled up next to Jet on her board. "Don't waste your breath, Jet! This
nobody's not gonna be any trouble for us!" she said. The third member of the trio, a big white
albatross, stopped on the other side of Jet's board. "Aw, don't be a party pooper, Wave! Hey,
floor fox! I'm Storm! You make trouble with us, and I'll knock your block off!" he warned. Jet
chuckled at Copter as he scrambled to his feet and attempted to catch them. The Babylon
Rogues took off far faster than Copter could follow. "So long, sucker! Hope to do business with
you again!" Jet shouted as he left Copter in the dust. "Hooligans!! You'll pay for that!!" Copter
shouted, kicking a rock on the ground in frustration, "Blast!!" Heather caught up with Copter and
tried to calm him down. "It's OK. Don't be hard on yourself. They're too fast." she said. "That's
no excuse!" Copter shouted, continuing to walk toward the city. "He sure does expect a lot from
himself..." Heather thought as she followed him.

Soon, they managed to get back to Soleanna. They had begun searching for Punchy and
Rainbow in New City, when suddenly, the sky began growing dark! Shadow Arcangel was flying
over Soleanna! "Bucky... He's here!" Copter gasped, "He's probably got Zipp looking for us with
his helmet thing. We have to hide!" On that note, they ran inside the nearest building. "I... I
never wanted to see that ship again... How dare he bring that thing here!" Heather cried, both
scared and angry. Suddenly, a resident of the building they'd wandered into addressed them.
"You're Copter, aren't you?" It was Razor's younger brother, Tommy! Copter and Heather had
wandered into their safe house! Tommy didn't seem afraid of Copter, though. "Did you come
here because you heard Katie was kidnapped?" he asked. Copter paused a moment to take in
all that was happening. "Wait, wait... You know Katie? And... She was kidnapped?" Copter
asked. Tommy nodded. "Katie told me all about you. She says you're not really a bad guy like
my brother thinks." he said. Heather looked worried suddenly. "Katie... That's the girl who
wanted to help me! Copter, we have to rescue her!" she cried. Just then, Tommy's babysitter,
Mia, walked in. "What's all the commotion? Huh? Copter?!" she said as she walked in. Copter
crossed his arms. "So, you're here, too. Say, do you know anything about this kidnapping?" he
asked. "Only that she was taken away aboard a red helicopter. Looked like Eggman's sorta
contraption." she informed him. Copter glanced out the window to see if Shadow Arcangel had
passed by yet. "OK, great. Eggman should be easy to find. But are we sure we want to help
HER?" he said to Heather. "Please, Copter! I can't help feeling somehow responsible for her
kidnapping." she said, begging. Copter groaned. "Fine. Let's go, Bucky's moved on!" After he
and Heather ran out the door, Mia looked thoughtful a moment. "Hey, Tommy." she said,
"Wanna go on an adventure?"

Copter and Heather searched for any clue they could find that might lead them to Eggman.
"Let's see... Where should we look...?" Copter muttered as they searched. Suddenly, they
heard a scream, and looked around to see Eggman's plane flying by with Elise in the clutches
of his metallic hands! "Well, that was easy!" Copter mused as they began chasing. Sonic
passed by them very shortly. "Show off!!" Copter shouted. Heather screamed suddenly,
prompting Copter to look to his right, where Heather was pointing. Alpha, accompanied by
Char, were headed straight for them! "Aha!! Found her! Let's bring her in, Alphie!" Char said
enthusiastically. "Fire, freeze-bird!" Alpha shouted, pointing his lasers at them. Char whispered
something to Alpha, and he corrected himself. "Oh, freeze, fire-bird! Sorry, I just wants target
practice!" Copter looked from Alpha to the rapidly escaping Eggman. "We don't have time for
this!" he shouted in frustration. Suddenly, as though on cue, Mia's taxi came speeding by
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straight towards Alpha! "Yipes!! Out of the way, Alphie!!!" Char screamed as Alpha ran around
in circles panicking! Just as it seemed Alpha would be hit, the robot dove out of the way without
looking, and landed in the canal. Mia stopped where Alpha had stood and leaned out the
window of her cab. "Hey, don't just stand there, Skunky! Catch that Egg-brain and save Katie!"
Copter smiled and winked at Mia before taking Heather by the hand and taking off after
Eggman. "Thanks!" Heather shouted back as they ran. Mia winked back at them before looking
in the back seat at Tommy, who was shaking and seemed to be turning green. "Uh, sorry, Tom.
Can we please not mention this to your brother?"

Later, Punchy, Rainbow, and Gemini were chatting on the outskirts of the city. "So, what now,
One? Two still hasn't come back yet." Rainbow said. Punchy sat on the ground, looking over
their Time Stone. "Maybe we should look around for these things. Shiny gems like this seem to
come in handy a lot." he said. Gemini was standing nearby, lost in though with her eyes shut.
She opened her eyes in a moment and pointed to the first thing she saw. "Knuckles!!" Punchy
and Rainbow looked anxiously. Sure enough, Knuckles was standing a short distance away,
chatting with Eggman, who had given Sonic, Copter, and Heather the slip. Eggman tossed a
flat, red object at Knuckles, which he tried to catch but dropped. "I wonder what's up... I didn't
know he was so chummy with Eggman." Punchy whispered, hiding in nearby bushes. Rainbow
had hid there as well, but Gemini didn't think it necessary. As Eggman flew away, Knuckles
began walking further into the city. "I say we follow him, One!" Rainbow suggested. "Well, that's
a given." Punchy replied, "He still owes me a Master Emerald." Gemini scoffed at him. "Please!
It was made pretty clear that that emerald's not yours." she said. Rainbow frowned at her. "I
didn't see his name on it." she said. Gemini sighed heavily. "Well, we should probably follow
him anyway. Anything involving Eggman can't be good news for any of us." she said. "Then
what're we all standing around here for?! Follow me, guys!" Rainbow shouted, taking off after
Knuckles. "Quietly!!! QUIETLY, RAINBOW!!!!!" Punchy shouted as he followed her. "Man,
they're nuts..." Gemini thought as she followed both of them. It seemed that now, everyone was
back to business as usual, and that business is: adventure!

To be continued...
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5. Battle at White Acropolis

GeneX - Soleanna Struggle
Chapter 5 - Battle At White Acropolis

Note: Sonic the Hedgehog and related characters are (c) SEGA and 
Sonic Team. You knew that, right?
GeneX and related fanchars are (c) 2BIT (TheGreatGator), the author.

"We all danced in fire, 
Trapped in this machine,
Don't know how long we've waited, 
As the Eggman's watching." - This Machine, Sonic Heroes

Despite their best efforts, Heather and Copter had lost Eggman. Mia's diversion for Alpha had
actually disoriented them, and try as they might, they couldn't find Eggman or Sonic again. So,
Copter found himself with little alternative other than to ask the people around town if they'd
seen anything. Luckily, a blue hedgehog and a fat guy in a giant plane are rather hard to miss,
and Copter soon found plenty of people who had seen them. While Copter was asking a group
of people some questions, Heather was keeping her distance. She feared everyone, she felt
she had no choice. Anyone could be among the people out to get her, or to punish her. She
vaguely remembered what had taken place when she escaped from Bucky, and was fairly
certain that she'd killed someone. So great was her fear, that she'd found herself backing away
from Copter and the people he was speaking to, until she was a good distance away and out of
their sight. She had unwittingly hid in an alleyway. Behind her, someone touched her shoulder.
She panicked, screamed a bit, and then ran a few steps away, turning around to see who it
was. "Such fear... For one so powerful." Mephiles was there, still disguised as Shadow. His
mouthless face seemed to be smiling somewhat. "Don't worry. I have no desire to harm you. I
merely wanted to meet you." he said. Heather stepped back into the alley, curiously looking at
Mephiles. "Wh-who are you?" she asked. "A friend. Unlike all the other pitiful scum who desire
to hurt you... To use you. To force you to do their bidding. Ultimately, they would destroy you..."
Mephiles said. Heather looked worried. She felt certain this was true. "They want me to hurt
people... I know it. I don't want to hurt people." she said. "Oh, don't you? You did once. No one
twisted your arm there. That poor creature never even had the chance to harm you..." Mephiles
said. He wasn't finished, but Heather couldn't help interrupting. "Shut up! You... You don't know
me!" she snapped. "Perhaps not... But I know what you should do. You had the right idea. Kill.
Before anyone can try to force their will upon you again, destroy them. They'll all try to destroy
you eventually, anyway. Better them than you!" Mephiles shouted. "Stop it!! I don't like this kind
of talk!" Heather shouted back. Suddenly, Copter appeared at the alleyway. "Leave her alone,
you Shadow wannabe!" he growled. Mephiles let out a menacing laugh. "Well, well. Your so-
called protector. Tell me, Heather... If he knew you better, would he really continue 'helping'
you?" he asked, covering himself in a dark vortex which caused him to vanish. The vortex itself
vanished moments later as well. Copter walked over to Heather. "Are you OK? What just went
down here?" he asked. Heather had burst into tears. She didn't know what to say, or who to
trust. "I... I don't want to talk about it..." she said, running out of the alley. Copter followed her.
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"OK, we don't have to talk about it. C'mon, we have some things to check out now!" he said.
Heather quickly got ahold of herself and stopped crying. "Right... We should help Katie..." she
said, following Copter away.

Meanwhile, Punchy, Rainbow, and Gemini had followed Knuckles, who was later joined by
Sonic and Tails, to Eggman's base in White Acropolis. Unfortunately, the base's outer defenses
made it impossible for Punchy and company to pursue Knuckles without being discovered, so
they soon lost him. Taking cover underneath a searchlight tower, Punchy, Rainbow, and Gemini
planned their next move. "They're definitely heading inside the base, so we need to make our
way inside as well." Punchy reasoned. "But which entrance will they use? The base is pretty
huge." Gemini realized. "It's snowy out! We'll just follow their footprints!" Rainbow suggested.
Punchy looked around and noticed that despite the fact that they'd been running all over the
snow, no footprints were being left behind. "There ARE no footprints! What kinda freaky snow is
this? You'd think this was a poorly made video game..." he groaned. Gemini was actually a bit
relieved. "There's only one alternative. We'll have to split up and try to find Knuckles on our
own. I can use my magic to call you if I find him!" she said. In reality, she wanted to find
Knuckles first so she could warn him about Punchy and his plans to steal the Master Emerald.
After all, she was still his friend, and what were friends for? At any rate, splitting up seemed a
good idea to Punchy. "We won't have to fight ALL the robots to get in that way, they'll be split
up between us. Which'll make this a cinch since ol' Red and his pals have already busted up
about half of them!" he said, pointing in opposite directions, "You two go those ways, I'll take
the dangerous way straight through the most robots. It's also the fun way!" As expected,
Rainbow protested. "You can't do that, One! If you're going the dangerous way, I insist I go, too!
I can fight! Remember how I took out Firedog?" she said, referring to Anubis. Punchy had
hoped she would've just listened to him, but now that she protested, he realized he was stuck
with her. "Fine, 'Colors!' Lead the way, you always do anyway!" he grumbled, marching off with
Rainbow in the lead. Gemini smiled as she watched them leave. "They deserve each other. I
wonder if they're ancestors of Adam. Punchy sure reminds me of him..." This line of thought led
her to remember what she was doing in the past in the first place. "Hang on, my friends... I
won't let you all down..."

At the White Acropolis control room, things were fairly quiet. Eggman had gone to confront
Sonic, and left Char in charge of the control room. With little else to do, Char was playing online
video games, using Firepaw as his avatar. This gave him an unfair advantage over other
players (whose avatars couldn't move by themselves). Living with Eggman certainly had a bad
influence on Char. "Wheee, take that you silly dopes! No one can stop the mighty Firepaw!" he
said, laughing playfully. Suddenly, he heard a familiar alarm sound. "Ooooh, BAS has found
something! Better check it out!" Char said to himself, exiting his game and pressing some
buttons on the nearby control panel. "Intruders have been located!" BAS informed him. "Cool!
Can you show me?" Char asked. The large monitor over the control panel flickered on,
displaying video footage of Punchy and Rainbow making their way through a group of robots as
they headed for the base. Char rubbed his hands together with glee. "Oh, boy! Punchy's come
back to play with me! Time to get some payback for what he did to poor Terra! Now, what
should I do to him...?" He thought a moment, then clapped his hands excitedly as he came up
with an idea. "Perfect! I'll send our new recruit to smash up our old recruit! BAS, give our new
pal a call!" he ordered. "Yessir, Mr. Chao, sir! Calling now!" BAS replied. Char jumped out of his
seat and did some aerial somersaults. "Yaaay! This should be much more fun than some game!
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Tee hee!"

Gemini had managed to get into the base mostly unnoticed. It was much easier to sneak
around now that she was a fennec again. However, the easy part was over. Now, she had to
find Knuckles, despite having absolutely no idea where to look. She found herself wandering
aimlessly, until she found a large room, mostly empty, with little more than a few boxes and
poorly hidden cameras inside. It was there that she spotted an old friend, Illusi! "Now, what
would a peaceful girl like you be doing in a dangerous place like this?" he asked her. "Illusi!
Aren't you a sight for sore eyes! Have you perhaps seen Knuckles?" she asked, running over to
him. "He's here... Someplace... Gemini, I've been wondering something..." Illusi said. "Uh... OK,
what is it?" Gemini replied. Illusi paced back and forth in front of her as he spoke. "I often
wondered... Why did the Doomsayer contact me? Why did he send me to Angel Island? Was it
really just to protect the Master Emerald? I accepted that answer for a time... But now I find I've
changed my mind." Gemini was getting curious now. "Who's the Doomsayer? What do you
mean, he SENT you there? He knew I was coming... And where I'd end up?" she asked. Illusi
continued pacing, though more slowly. "I don't know much more than you do, but now I think he
did know about you. I think he wanted me to save you, not the Master Emerald. And so, I come
to my question.... Exactly who are you?" As he asked the question, Illusi ceased pacing and
glared at Gemini. It made her uneasy. "Wh-what do you mean? I'm Gemini, I told you..."
Suddenly, a new voice was heard in the room. "Eeeeh, wrong answer! Or should I say,
incomplete answer. Want me to help you out? My cards told me quite a bit..." Out of nowhere,
Lospecter materialized in the middle of the room behind Gemini! She turned around and backed
behind Illusi, fumbling through her pockets to grab her wand. Illusi shut his eyes and hung his
head, looking defeated. "I'm too late..." he muttered.”How right you are! And now, I give you
another quiz! Why did the Loskull cross Soleanna?" Lospecter said, leaving no time for an
answer, "To eliminate the fennec on the other side!" Just then, a large group of ghostly skulls
rose up through the floor! They were covered in Ghost Fire, and were obviously the Loskulls
Lospecter had spoken of! Illusi called forth some Wrongos that stood between Gemini and the
Lost Ones. "What did you mean about your cards? We both know your cards can't really predict
anything! Why are you targeting Gemini!?" he shouted. Lospecter held up some of his cards
and hovered in the air, shuffling them. "Ye of little faith, my cards do tell me much. Heh heh...
And they told me all about her. How she's plotting genocide against my kind. They tell me she's
dangerous. Or she will be, unless we can reason with her. How about we just turn you both into
Loskel? They're rather high ranking Lost Ones. Sure, you have to give up a few things, like,
say... Your soul! But you lose so much weight! Don't take my word for it, touch the flaming
Loskull now!" The Loskull began soaring toward them, but they weren't going down without a
fight! Gemini fired bolts from her wand at the monsters, while the Wrongos did their part as well.
As for Illusi, his powers weren't simply limited to summoning a few flimsy Wrongos. He called
on the power of illusion to create a sword, with a black hilt and silver blade. "Time to crack
some skulls!"

It took some doing, but Punchy and Rainbow soon reached another entrance to Eggman's
base. However, before they could get inside, they had to pass a large gate, an outdoor area
enclosed by large walls. The walls formed a square around the area. It was an ideal place for
Eggman to send his larger robots to attack intruders, but no such robots were there at the
moment, so Punchy and Rainbow hurriedly attempted to take advantage of this chance.
However, as they passed a searchlight tower by one of the four corners of the area, the light
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stopped over them, and a laugh was heard atop the tower. Punchy glared through the light to
see who was laughing at him. "What's goin' on here? Kill the light, so I can see who I'm gonna
clobber!" Punchy yelled. The light resumed its normal movement, and Punchy could see what
appeared to be a blue hedgehog. "Sonic! Being a wise guy, are ya? Where's Knuckles!"
Punchy shouted. "Squint a little, cuz. I ain't no hedgehog!" the stranger shouted back. On closer
inspection, it was a blue porcupine! It had many large, sharp spines, sunny yellow eyes, grey
gloves, and black sneakers. "I can't abide being compared to, or mistaken for, that goody-red-
shoes hedgehog, Sonic! I'm Spiny the Porcupine! I work FOR Dr. Eggman!" he shouted.
Rainbow waved at him. "Nice to meet ya, Spikes!" she said happily. Spiny grew angrier.
"SPINY!! Not Spikes! What, he's blind and you're deaf!? And what kinda break-in is this? Not
even hiding from the searchlights here, I'm insulted! You're trespassing on the great Dr.
Eggman's base! Did you think we'd just let you waltz right in!?" he screamed. "Could you?"
Rainbow asked. "NO!!" Spiny shouted. Rainbow shrugged her shoulders. "Ah, well. It was worth
a try." she said. Punchy nodded to himself. "Yeah, well, we're going in anyway. This guy has a
nice set of lungs on him, but I bet that's all he is, hot air." he chuckled. Spiny jumped down from
the searchlight, then attacked it. "Chaos Spear!!" He attacked the searchlight with a rapid-fire
blast of spears, toppling it in seconds. The light burst into flames as it landed, and Spiny turned
to Punchy smugly. "Not just air, spikes, too." he said. Punchy scoffed at him. "That's not
impressive. Shadow can do that, too. And Copter tells me this guy Conan can do it as well. Big
deal." Spiny didn't like being mocked, and he retaliated by shooting a spear at Punchy.
However, there was plenty of distance between them, and Punchy quickly ran out of the way.
"No sweat... huh!?" Just as the spear reached where he was, it turned abruptly and smacked
him in the chest! "Yikes! One!!!" Rainbow shouted, running over to Punchy. He picked himself
up and looked over at Spiny in surprise. "H-how'd you pull THAT off?" he grunted. Spiny
chuckled. "There's more to me than meets the eye! My spears answer to me, just like my fist!"
he said, punching the air in front of himself. "Care to surrender? I mean, you're just Experiment
1. Last year's model. Not worth a pile of puke now... One." Punchy's eyes seemed to catch fire
that moment. He grinded his teeth and clenched his fists, itching for a fight. "Stay out of this
one, Rainbow. This jerk's MINE!" he said. Spiny grinned malevolently. "Bring it on!" The
snowstorm that had been going on since they'd arrived was now turning into a blizzard, but
neither Punchy nor Spiny were about to back down. Rainbow was a bit worried. "Hey, One!
Remember what Mousy said! Don't get too mad!" she shouted before running off to find shelter
from the snowstorm. Punchy, heeding Rainbow's advice, calmed himself a little. "I don't need
blind rage to beat you. I just need this snow... Chaos Avalanche!" He concentrated his energy
on the snow falling around him, and managed to catch it as it fell, creating snowballs in the air!
He used the power of Chaos Avalanche to fling the snowballs at Spiny, who was too stunned by
this maneuver to avoid them. In moments, he was buried, but he escaped just as quickly by
firing a barrage of spears through the snow. "So, you have some tricks. But you're still outdated
and outmatched! Take this!!" Spiny began concentrating his own energy, and as he did so, the
spines on his back began to glow! "Spear Storm!!!" At his command, the spines on his back
fired a barrage of Chaos Spears which then turned around in midair and flew right at Punchy!
He fought back using Chaos Avalanche, and the snow colliding with the spears created an icy
explosion that both Punchy and Spiny were caught in! As the dust settled, Spiny and Punchy
began using fists instead of powers. As tough as Punchy was, though, Spiny appeared tougher,
and faster. He dodged most of Punchy's blows, then retaliated with fast hits to the chest.
Punchy began wearing out fast. He had to come up with some sort of retaliation, fast!

Elsewhere, Illusi and Gemini were fighting an equally tough battle. While they were doing a fine
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job of keeping the Loskulls away, Lospecter had called in batlike Losoars, which were harder to
hit, and therefore, harder to avoid. The Wrongos Illusi had summoned were destroyed quickly,
and the overwhelming numbers they were facing had begun to wear them down. Illusi and
Gemini stood back to back, and the Lost Ones had begun to close in around them. "C'mon,
pals, this is just sad. Give in, already!" Lospecter suggested. Illusi and Gemini both had the
same answer, "Never!!" Lospecter yawned as though bored. "Suit yourselves. Eat up, my
hungry minions!" Just as the Lost Ones were about to swoop in to finish their prey, several
energy blasts came flying from behind Lospecter and destroyed several of the Lost Ones!
"Whuzzuh!? Who dares interfere with us! The idiotic impudence!" Lospecter yelled as he turned
to confront the meddler. Another energy blast flew right into his face as he did so, but he didn't
seem affected by it. The cause of the blasts was the special scythe belonging to Guard the
Gargoyle! "Grrrrrrr!! Take your fiends and leave, or I'll have to get rough!" he threatened.
Lospecter stuck his tongue out at him. "You don't scare me. You're so unscary, my cards don't
even mention you!" he said tauntingly. Guard, unamused, fired more shots at the rest of the
Lost Ones, sending them crashing to the ground instantly. "Stupid weaklings! Should've brought
some Losohsts! I'm outta here!" Lospecter quickly dashed through the air and exited through a
wall. On his way, he dropped something shiny, which Gemini quickly ran to and picked up. It
was a purple Chaos Emerald. "I should probably hold on to this..." she said to herself. Guard
approached her and Illusi. "Grrrr... Are you two all right? What was all that about?" he asked.
"Oh, nothing you need concern yourself with." Illusi replied. "Thanks for helping us, though."
Gemini added. "Don't mention it. Seriously." Guard grunted, stepping away and using one of his
android functions to call Sargent Gunner, who was displayed in front of him through a
holographic projector in his eyes. "What's the word, Guard? Report!" Gunner said. "Grrrr... I've
infiltrated Eggman's base, but I see no sign of the princess. Still, it's a large base. Grrrr... She
could be held deeper inside." Guard reported. Gunner remained ever tense as he spoke to
Guard. "Forget the princess. Let Soleanna worry about that. We're from the United Federation. I
want you to find the phoenix that Eggman is looking for. Capture her, and bring her to me. Spy
will find you and tell you where you can find me. Just keep away from Soleanna police. It seems
they have placed you under arrest." he said. Guard looked surprised. "Grrr? Wait. Are you...
here? In Soleanna?" he asked. Gunner glared at him. "That's not really your business, now is
it? I'm on my way there now, actually. I will personally see to it that our nation's security is kept
safe from Eggman. Gunner, out!" With that, the hologram vanished, and Guard began to make
his way out of the base. "We'd better be going as well." Illusi said to Gemini. "Right. I have to
warn Knuckles about Punchy." she said. Illusi looked very serious. "Be careful, Gemini. I'm not
sure why, but the Lost Ones have decided you are a threat to them. They might stop at nothing
to destroy you. Practice your teleporting, when you have the chance. You might need it." he
said. Gemini nodded in response, then waved good-bye as she continued on her way. "Be safe,
pure one." Illusi whispered as she left. Once she was gone, he took out his strange key and
used it to open a portal in front of him, which he used to leave the base.

Punchy had been trapped in a desperate battle against Spiny, and was only able to get very
few chances to hit back. "It's sad, really. Not even a year old, and already useless as a relic.
Come on, show me why anyone bothered to create you!" Spiny taunted. Punchy was keeping
his distance at the moment, thinking about how to fight back. "I can't help but wonder how you
know so much about me." he said, "Did Eggman tell you?" Spiny grinned at him. "I think I prefer
to remain a mystery for now." he said. "Ehh, Eggman wouldn't tell you that sort of stuff anyway.
In fact, I'm surprised he even hired you. He never offers Sonic a job, and I bet he thought you
WERE him!" Punchy said. This touched one of Spiny's nerves. "I'm not Sonic!! Not even a
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hedgehog! Shut your primitive face!" he growled. This gave Punchy an idea. "I bet you're just
bitter because you wish you were Sonic. After all, he’s great. Everyone likes him. Well, 'cept
Eggman. Or maybe you wish you were Shadow, using all those spears. Haven't got an original
bone in your body, do ya? At least my Chaos Avalanche is different!" he said. "Shut it, clone!!
How DARE you compare yourself to me! You're not even worthy to be mentioned in the same
SENTENCE as me!!" Spiny yelled. "Fine. Have it your way... Sonic." Punchy taunted. This was
all Spiny could take. "SHUT YOUR DAMN MOUTH, KNUCKLES!!!!!" he screeched, lunging
after Punchy in his fury. "Chaos Avalanche!" As Spiny approached, Punchy caught him off
guard by grabbing up the snow from beneath his feet with Chaos Avalanche and tossing it up
into the air, sending Spiny flying with it! As Spiny began to fall back toward the ground, Punchy
jumped up after him. "Name's Punchy, not Knuckles, punk!" he shouted as he smashed his fist
into Spiny's chest, sending his flying across the snowy area and into one of the searchlights.
Spiny crashed into it, and it toppled over on top of him. "I ain't no clone, either!" Punchy shouted
once he landed back on the ground. Since it seemed Spiny was beaten, Punchy started to
make his way towards the entrance of the base, where Rainbow was waiting. Suddenly, Spiny's
voice came thundering through the rubble of the searchlight. "SPEAR STORM!!!" The remains
of the searchlight exploded as what appeared to be a thousand spears erupted from beneath it,
which were then hurled towards Punchy! Since the attack was unexpected, Punchy soon found
himself being completely overwhelmed by the furious attack! In moments, the assault was over,
and Punchy fell to the floor in pain. By now, Rainbow had already started running over to him,
and by the time she reached him, Spiny was coming back as well. However, before any of them
could do anything, the Base Announcement System gave a loud announcement. "Spiny! Report
to the control room for new orders! Immediately!" Spiny kicked up some snow in annoyance at
the interruption. "Immediately... Of all the... Probably wants me to unclog a drain or something.
Moron!" he muttered, "You're off the hook this time, Punchy! But next time, you're mine!"
Rainbow helped Punchy to stand up. One thing could be said for him, he was resilient. "That...
Hurt like heck... But I'll be fine." he said. "Wow, One. You can sure take a beating. C'mon, we'll
go inside and rest a bit." Rainbow suggested. Punchy shook his head. "No, we better move.
Let's find Knuckles before he leaves!" he insisted. Rainbow looked a bit worried, but respected
his decision. "OK, One. Whatever you say. Let's go!"

Punchy and Rainbow got lucky, the entrance they had chosen wasn't far from where Sonic,
Tails, and Knuckles ended up. However, they weren't too lucky. As they wandered down a
hallway toward a room where Punchy sensed the Master Emerald, they noticed a chaotic pink
light flashing through the room! Punchy had a bad feeling about it, and ran to the room as fast
as he could, with Rainbow close behind. They got there just in time to watch as Sonic, Tails,
and Knuckles vanished into the light! Moments later, the light faded, and Punchy and Rainbow
stood by the entrance of the room, listening to a voice coming from within. The voice they heard
was unmistakably Eggman! "Rest assured, they're not dead... Yet." he said. Punchy and
Rainbow didn't know who he was speaking to. "They've just been teleported by my glorious
invention to another time! Who knows where they'll end up? It could be the distant past or far
future! But my machine still requires some fine-tuning. In fact, what my machine needs in order
to be complete...is your power." As Eggman finished saying this, another voice, belonging to
Princess Elise, was heard. "My power?" she asked. "Yes. I can finally complete my plans, now
that I have the Chaos Emeralds, and you... the princess of Soleanna. That's all I need to revive
the Flames of Disaster. And with its power, I will be able to control everything, and rule the
world! So, you would be wise to remain on my good side!" That was the last words Punchy and
Rainbow could hear, and moments later, Eggman left the area with Elise in tow. 
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Once Punchy was sure they were gone, he walked into the room where Sonic, Tails, and
Knuckles had been sent away. "Great... Now the Master Emerald's not even in this TIME!" he
shouted in frustration. "But Eggman lied. He doesn't have all the Chaos Emeralds." came a
voice from behind Rainbow. It was Gemini! She had arrived shortly after Punchy, and had been
listening to what Eggman was saying as well. She was holding the purple Chaos Emerald in her
hand. "Whoa, Wanda! You're really sneaky, aren't ya!" Rainbow said, startled. "Wanda?"
Gemini muttered. Rainbow apparently gave Gemini that name based on the fact that she
always carried a wand. Punchy waved to her and then looked around. "Now what do we do?
Can't exactly follow them, can we..." he said dejectedly. "What about that thing... What was it
called... The Time Rock!" Rainbow suggested, stepping into the room. Gemini followed her in,
shaking her head. "Stone, Rainbow. Anyway, it won't work. We have no idea what time they
were sent to. Too risky." she said. Punchy held out the Time Stone. "I don't know. Maybe it
knows the way!" he said. They were all silent a moment as they thought about it. Then, without
warning, the machine was reactivated! The same pink light that had transported Sonic now
surrounded Punchy, Rainbow, and Gemini! "Wh-what's this? Who turned the machine back
on!?" Punchy shouted, looking up for the culprit. Unfortunately, whoever it was didn't want
anyone to know, and had already run off. Gemini frantically flipped through the pages of her
spell book. "Gotta get out! Gotta get.... Aaaah!!" It was too late. The three of them were lifted up
by the machine, and in mere seconds, they were gone! However, one thing remained as the
machine powered down. The Time Stone! "The machine has no power over the stones..." said
the mysterious activator of the machine as he returned to the room. "Perfect!"

When Punchy regained consciousness, he found himself still inside the machine. Rainbow and
Gemini were looking around nearby. The room had somehow been destroyed, and Gemini
knew how. "Punchy... Rainbow... I hate to say this, but I welcome you to my home.... To you... it
is the future!" she said fearfully. Rainbow didn't look surprised. "Yeah, we all live in the future of
seconds ago. What's your point?" she said. The room certainly did look old, though. Clearly, no
one had been there for years. Punchy was shocked, but got over it quickly. "So... this is...how
far into the future?" he asked. "About 200 years." Gemini replied, "But it's fine! We can just use
the Time Stone to go back!" she said. Panic suddenly came over Punchy. "No, we can't..." he
said as it dawned on him, "The Time Stone's gone!" Gemini looked more worried than ever
now. "I was afraid of this. The same thing happened to me when I went to your time.... But we
still have a chance!" she said, holding out the Chaos Emerald that had remained with her.
"That's not a Time Rock!" Rainbow pointed out. Gemini rolled her eyes. "I know that! But if we
find another one, and then someone that can use Chaos Control, we can go back! I researched
this, because I knew I'd need to come back here someday." Punchy had one more question.
"Think Knuckles is in this time, too? Maybe he left already..." he said. Gemini thought a
moment. "It couldn't hurt to be sure. We should probably get Knuckles and the others home,
too, if we can." she reasoned. Rainbow didn't need to hear any more. "Right! First, we find a
gem that matches that one! Follow me!" With Rainbow leading the way, Punchy and Gemini
charged into the dark, dangerous future under the rule of Iblis. It wouldn't be easy, but they had
to find a way back. Otherwise, Gemini would never be able to stop Losipher, and her friends
were as good as dead!

To be continued...
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6. Tropical Tragedies

GeneX - Soleanna Struggle
Chapter 6 - Tropical Tragedies

Note: Sonic the Hedgehog and related characters are (c) SEGA and 
Sonic Team. You knew that, right?
GeneX and related fanchars are (c) 2BIT (TheGreatGator), the author.

"I'm holding you in my arms,
Loving you beneath the stars,
I don't want the night to steal you away..." - Sweet Dream, Sonic the Hedgehog (2006)

After a few dead ends, Copter came up with a simpler solution. He found Mia once again, not
far from the safe house. "Hey, Mia! I gotta ask you something!" Mia and Tommy were sitting in
her cab, looking over some maps. "Wow, Soleanna's bigger than it seems..." she muttered
before looking out the window at Copter. "What's up, pal? Find anything?" she asked. One look
at Copter and Heather's faces gave her the answer. "Oh, hit a wall, eh? Me, I'm trying to map a
route through the jungle. But it looks like there's no roads there..." she said. Copter raised an
eyebrow. "The jungle?" he said. Mia leaned through the cab window. "Yeah, where the chopper
that took Katie went. Didn't I tell ya? Oh, wait... That was Chet..." she replied. Copter frowned.
"What's that jerk doing around here?" he growled. Mia frowned back. "Uh, hel-lo? Because of
YOU and your kind, the police had us all hide out here. Thought you might attack us. Excellent
hiding place they picked for us, too, wasn't it? Anyway, Chet's cool, don't talk mean about him."
she said. Heather was a bit curious now. "Who's this Chet?" she asked. "Katie's boyfriend.
Man, have they been through a lot..." Mia replied, "Matter of fact, he came to me first to get
directions to try and rescue her. Come to think of it... He never did return from the jungle, and
it's been hours..." Heather looked worried. "Think he's in trouble?" she wondered aloud. "More
likely lost." Copter said gruffly. Tommy looked worried now, as well. "What if he is in trouble?
Mia, we should do something!" he said. "Hold on a sec, kiddo..." Mia replied, pointing toward
the exit to the forest. "You go that way ahead of us, skunky. We'll go pay a visit to Tommy's bro
and get some backup." she suggested. Copter looked where Mia was pointing. "There? All
right... but don't call me 'skunky!'" he grumbled. Mia laughed at him a little, then waved good-
bye before starting the cab. "Good luck, smelly! Later!" Copter turned around and shouted to
her as she drove away. "Not smelly, either!" He then turned to Heather. "Do I smell? Wait, don't
answer that... Let's get going!"

Hovering over a rooftop some distance away, Zipp was watching them. The whole of Team
GeneX had been sent to find Heather again, after they had returned to Shadow Arcangel to
inform Bucky of Copter and Eggman's involvement. Bucky's orders had not changed, they were
to return Heather to Shadow Arcangel alive. Zipp pressed the hidden button on his helmet to
call Vortex. "I'm winning here, 2 - zip! I just spotted 'em again. Now it looks like Copter's traded
Punchy for Experiment 7. It seems they're headed for the jungle. Sounds like they're looking for
someone or something... But, that's probably not important. What shall we do?" he asked.
Vortex was quick to reply. "I'll head for the jungle now. Locate Crassssh, and meet me there."
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he said. Zipp started scanning New City for any sign of Crash. "What about the others?" he
asked. "The three of usss will be plenty. Bessssidessss... I don't much care for the otherssss."
Vortex replied. Zipp let out a soft chuckle. "You're right about one thing, we don't need their
help. See ya!" Zipp now turned off the phone and headed for the other area of Soleanna in
order to search for Crash.

It didn't take long for Copter and Heather to reach their destination, Tropical Jungle. As they
explored the area, Copter found himself with a few questions. "Umm... Heather? About that...
black character..." Heather thought back. "Mephiles?" she said. "Was that his name? Whoa,
sucks to be him. Anyway... he said something... About if I knew you better... What exactly did
he mean by it?" Copter asked. It was clear the subject made Heather uneasy. "I... He... Hey,
does it smell like burnt fuel here or what?" It did smell like that. Apparently, Eggman's robots
had been in the area earlier that day, but Copter would not let the subject be changed. "The
robots are gone. Tell me about what Mephiles meant. Did you... do something?" he asked,
slightly suspiciously. Ever since Mephiles appeared, Copter had been feeling very uneasy. He
had begun to worry that Heather may have been pursued by Bucky for a good reason. Heather
was beginning to have doubts about Copter as well, and these questions did a lot to fuel those
doubts. "Well... I... I don't remember very well, all right? Just... Just leave it alone. Please..." she
said in response to Copter's questions. "She's hiding something... But what? And why?" Copter
thought. He began thinking of a way to get the truth out of her delicately, when Heather gasped
with fright! They were walking on a bridge built over the large lake in the jungle, and Heather
was looking at the water for the first time since they arrived. "Water... so much of it..." she said
shakily. Copter looked out at the water, then at her, confused. "So? What's in the water?
Sharks?" he asked. Heather shook her head. "I... I'm afraid of the water. I can't swim." she
explained. "Well, I can. Don't worry, if you happen to fall in, I'll help you." Copter said, "I
promise." Heather grabbed Copter's hand. "I'd rather not fall in. Hold on to me until we reach
dry land!" she said, pleading. "Aw, how touching!" Copter and Heather looked up at a ledge that
bordered the next segment of bridge ahead of them. Guard was there! "Grrrr.... You've done
well enough, Copter. Grrr... Now, turn her over to me, and I'll forget I saw you here!" Copter
stood in front of Heather, blocking any possible attack from Guard. "What's wrong with you
people?! Can't anyone leave her alone?! And what the heck does GUN want with her,
anyway?!" he shouted. Guard wasn't entirely sure, but he attempted to answer. "Grrr... Dr.
Eggman is after her. We must keep her away from him. GUN will do whatever is necessary to
prevent Eggman from threatening the United Federation!" he replied. Suddenly, Guard was
attacked from behind by a blue robot, Alpha! "Meanie! What did Dr. Ro-butt-nik never do to
you? You pay for that! Fifty bucks, please!" Alpha might be a bit wacky, but it was pretty clear
that Guard had offended him. Guard pointed his scythe at Alpha, glaring at the robot. "Grrrrr!
Easy, pal! Don't do anything you'll regret!" he warned. While Alpha was creating a diversion,
Copter realized that now was their chance to escape! Past the walled portion of the bridge was
a large turtle. "C'mon, Heather! If we hurry, we can ride the turtle out of here!" he whispered.
"Oh... OK... Just hold on to me!" Heather insisted. Guard and Alpha continued a rather
unintelligent series of insults while Copter and Heather boarded the turtle. "Get the shell out!"
Copter said, grabbing a branch hanging over them with a fruit on the end. He held it out in front
of the turtle, and it began swimming after it, despite the fact that Copter was making sure to
permanently keep the fruit out of the turtle's reach. "Wow, this move's too smart for me." Copter
thought, somewhat proud of himself. 
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The jungle was actually quite large, and stretched beyond the lake. (though Silver, who had
been through the jungle earlier in the day, wouldn't know it. For details, play the Sonic the
Hedgehog game that this story is based on) Team GeneX's primary members, Vortex, Zipp,
and Crash, had visited the jungle through another entrance. They had searched individually for
a short time, but now met up again to see if any of them found anything. "Sorry, guys, I haven't
seen anything." Crash said, adjusting his hat. "Me neither. Just a bunch of eagles flying around,
trying to eat me." Zipp reported miserably. Vortex's eyes narrowed. "Of coursssse you haven't
sssseen anything! If you had, the phoenix would be here with you!" he hissed. "So, does that
mean you didn't see anything either?" Crash asked. Vortex glared at him, as if to say, "What do
you think!?" "Uh, OK... Just asking. Can't be too thorough..." Crash said. "Well, should we split
up agai--" Zipp started to say, but Vortex silenced him. "Lisssten... Do you hear anything?" They
were quiet a moment. Quite suddenly, a pair of Los Foxes appeared and attempted to attack
them with their sword like tails! Zipp was quick to react, pulling out a pair of pistol guns and
firing at them, while Vortex jumped into a tree so that he may use camouflage to hide until the
time was right. Crash simply charged into one, knocking it over before it could land a hit! Once
both the foxes were down, Vortex emerged from above to finish them. "Chaossss Inferno!"
Vortex fired a pair of large, pink beams from his hands, straight down at the Los Foxes! The
blast incinerated everything it hit, and Vortex landed gracefully to his feet. He then sat down,
out of breath. "I need better battle tacticssss..." he muttered. "Those were the Lost Ones,
weren't they?" Crash asked. He'd never actually seen any before, but Vortex and Zipp had
described them to him once. "What could they be doing here?" Zipp wondered aloud. Vortex
stood back up. "They may be sssearching for Experiment Ssssseven asss well. We better
hurry, before they ssssucceed. We'll sssplit up and triple our sssearch! Let'sss go!" Crash
saluted Vortex, then took off in one direction. "Don't kill yourself, 'Tex!" Zipp said before flying
off in another direction. "No... I'll be doing the killing before thisss job isss done!" Vortex
whispered before heading off in another different direction.

As Copter and Heather wandered deeper into the jungle, they soon came upon a smaller lake.
It was a beautiful place, surrounded by trees covered with white flowers. The flowers were
falling from the trees, almost resembling snow. At first, Heather recoiled away from the water,
but after looking around a bit more, she was stunned by the beauty of the place. "This place...
It's so... incredible!" she gasped. Copter had never seen such a place, either. "It really... makes
you think..." Copter said silently. "About what?" Heather asked. "It shows us... Just what people
mean when they call it a wonderful world. Such beauty, amidst all the chaos... It's strangely
moving." Copter explained, "Why, the beauty of this place has even made you forget about the
water." Heather looked down at the lake and backed away from it a step. "I'm being careful. I
won't fall in..." she said. Suddenly, Copter heard a faint rustling coming from behind a nearby
tree. "Someone's here..." he said seriously, running over to the sound. Heather followed, and in
a moment, they both stopped and gasped with alarm! Chet was sitting against a tree, resting.
He appeared to have been beaten up by something! "C-copter..." he said weakly. Copter
leaned down to see how bad he was hurt. "Chet... What happened to you? Are you all right?"
Though Copter disliked Chet, he couldn't help showing concern. "I... I was looking for Katie...
She was kidnapped... I was attacked by robots. They came out of nowhere.... Barely
escaped..." It appeared Chet was more tired than anything else, his injuries were minimal. "We
came here to find Katie, too." Heather told him. With that, Chet climbed to his feet. "Then I'll go
with you. If the robots come back, we'll have a better chance fighting together... By the way,
Copter..." Copter knew what Chet was going to say. "Don't get excited, you're still a long way
from being called 'friend' by me." he growled, "Let's go." As they started to leave, Chet looked
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at Heather and smiled. "Hello there." he said flirtatiously. Copter glared at him as though ready
to fight. "What, one girl ain't enough for you!?" he growled. Chet chuckled nervously. "Wh-what?
Can't say 'hello there'? Ah, wait... Are you two...?" Copter looked away and started walking.
"Don't be ridiculous!" he growled. "Grumpy, isn't he?" Chet muttered to Heather. She chuckled
in response, then followed Copter, with Chet behind her.

Crash had wandered far into the jungle. He saw no sign of Copter or Heather during his
exploration, but he soon came upon a startling sight! In a hidden portion of the forest, he found
a barbed wire fence circling a giant section of helicopter landing pads! A small army of red
choppers were parked all over the area. It appeared to be some sort of air base! "Such an odd
place to put things like this... Someone obviously didn't want these found. But this place...
Though the choppers look like Eggman's sort of thing, the base has a decidedly different
atmosphere. Who's behind all this...?" Crash pondered this for a few moments, when suddenly,
Crash heard a jetpack zooming toward the area! Looking around, he spotted Alpha flying away
from Guard! The robot was holding Guard's scythe, but apparently had grown weary of being
chased by Guard, so he dropped the scythe near Crash! Guard stopped there to pick it up.
Seeing Crash, Guard felt it necessary to question him. "Grrrr... Who are you, and why are you
here?" he growled. Crash clenched his fists and glared at Guard. "How very impolite. And
besides, none of your business! You just move along!" he shouted. Suddenly, Alpha hovered
over to the area and addressed both of them from the air. "Nya, nya! I'm gonna catch the birdie
fir-rst! So long, monkeys!" The blue robot then flew away, and Crash and Guard simultaneously
shouted, "Experiment 7!!" before pursuing Alpha. The race was on!

Copter, Heather, and Chet's exploration soon brought them high into the treetops. There were
some huge trees in the jungle, and in many cases, the trees served as better pathways than the
ground below. At any rate, it seemed an unlikely place to encounter robots. Soon, they reached
what appeared to be a dead end, with nothing but water below. "Looks like we need another
route." Heather said shakily. Chet pointed to some vines that snaked around the area, ending
on the other side. "They look fairly sturdy. We could always grind on those." he suggested.
Copter was looking back for another route, but instead found bad news. "I'm thinking we'll have
to try grinding... Look!!" As Chet and Heather spun around, they spotted Los Foxes a distance
away. They were heading in their direction! Heather panicked suddenly. "B-but... Oh, my gosh!
I... I can't... I'm too scared of falling... I can't grind across that!" she shouted. Chet looked out
over the vines. "Not much choice. There's too many of those things to fight!" he said. "You're a
bird... Can't you fly?" Copter asked. "I... I never really tried. And this isn't the best place to
practice..." Heather replied. She didn't remember flying away from Shadow Arcangel the night
she escaped. Copter took her by the hand. "I can fly. I'll cross right behind you, and if you fall,
I'll catch you!" he assured her. Heather looked at him like he was nuts. "Y-you're a FOX! You
can't fly!" she stammered. "Trust him!" Chet shouted, jumping on to the vines and grinding
away. Heather was incredibly scared, even terrified. Still, she saw little choice. The Los Foxes
were getting dangerously close. It was now or never. So, she jumped, landing on a nearby vine
and clumsily grinding along. Copter followed, moments before the Los Foxes could stab their
tails at the spot where he was standing! As Copter landed on the vine, he noted that Heather
was wobbling wildly, desperately trying not to fall! Copter watched intently as she made it
halfway across the vine, then lost her balance! She began to fall, and desperately tried to grab
the vine as she did, but she missed! Certain she was doomed, she shut her eyes. Suddenly,
she felt a hand grab her wrist! As she opened her eyes, she found Copter flying above her! Still

38 of 172



terrified, she instinctively used her free arm to pull herself up Copter's arm, and in a moment,
she wrapped herself around him, holding for dear life! "Told ya!" Copter said, changing his flight
path so he was heading toward the edge of the water. "I'm ashamed to have doubted you..."
Heather said, gasping to catch her breath.

Chet was waiting for them at the water's edge. "Awww, she looks so adorable, holding on to
you like that, Copter. You should reconsider your stance on your relationship!" he said, half
teasing, half serious. Copter set Heather down on the ground, then landed beside her. "Well,
someone had to help her, Chet. Quit being dumb... if you can." he said. Heather was shaking,
but that didn't stop her from letting out a small laugh. "You really think I looked cute?" she said
to Chet. Copter began leading the two of them away. "He's demented." he commented.

It wasn't long before Chet stopped them. They had reached a small clearing in the woods. "This
is where I was attacked..." Chet informed them. The three of them took a moment to look
around. "No robots... Is that a good sign...?" Copter muttered. Suddenly, they heard a strange
sound coming from above them. Looking up, they spotted a red helicopter flying high above
them. It was the chopper that kidnapped Katie! It was flying away from the jungle! "That's it! I'm
sure it is! Katie could be up there!" Chet shouted, "I can't let them get away!" Before Copter or
Heather could say anything, Chet had taken off in the direction the chopper was headed.
Copter and Heather started to try and catch up, but they suddenly found their path blocked as
Vortex dropped out of a tree in front of them! "Leaving ssso ssssoon? But you haven't payed
me a visssit yet! Sssstep assside, Copter, and I promisssse I'll make Ssssseven'sss death
sssswift!" he snarled. Copter stayed firmly planted between Vortex and Heather. "She's not
'Seven!' Her name is Heather! And what happened to capturing her?" he growled. Vortex was
glaring murderously at Heather. "Thissss I owe her. You will not interfere!!" he sneered. Copter
glanced back at Heather. "Take cover." he instructed. Heather moved a few steps backward,
out of the way. "Fine, then, Copter. I will desssstroy you, asss well!! Take thissss!!!" Vortex
leapt into action, engaging Copter using lightning quick martial arts attacks! Copter attempted to
block using his arms and tails, but had to retaliate. He swung his tails at Vortex, but wasn't fast
enough to hit him. Vortex gave him a swift kick in the jaw, but Copter quickly recovered and
kicked him back! Vortex unleashed a flurry of punches in response, but Copter withstood them
easily. "You're fast, but not so strong!" Copter noted. "I'll sssshow you ssstrong! Chaossss
Inferno!!" Copter barely managed to avoid Vortex's attack, which was really just a diversion so
Vortex could catch Copter off guard with his ordinary attacks! However, Copter hadn't fallen for
the ruse, and they both got a fair number of hits off each other. They ended by kicking each
other simultaneously, both hitting each other in the chest. They then backed away for a moment
before resuming their battle.

Heather looked on helplessly. She wanted to help, but was afraid she might lose control if she
let loose her power. So, with nothing else to do, she simply watched. The distraction kept her
from noticing that something was fast approaching from behind! Alpha had swooped down from
the sky, and now grabbed Heather in his robotic arms. "Gotcha, birdie! Game over! Bwa ha
ha!!" Heather struggled, but she couldn't get free. "Let... me... go!!! Copter, heeeeeellllp!!!!"
Vortex and Copter stopped fighting abruptly and spotted Alpha escaping with Heather! Not far
behind Alpha was Guard and Crash. Guard quickly took to the air to chase Alpha, while Crash
joined Vortex. "Now what, 'Tex? She's gettin' away!" he said. "Thissss isss all YOUR fault!!!"
Vortex snarled at Copter. Suddenly, another red helicopter flew to the clearing, piloted by Zipp!
A rope ladder was lowered for Vortex and Crash. "Hurry up, guys! No time to lose!" he shouted.
Crash started climbing the ladder, with Vortex close behind. "Thisss issssn't over, Copter! I'll get
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you back for thisss!!" he shouted as the helicopter took off. Copter attempted to follow on land
for a while. "I gotta get in the air... But I don't know where the Hurricane is. It probably won't
make it..." Realizing this, Copter took to the sky using his twin tails!

The helicopter soon got ahead of Guard, and Copter was soon flying beside him. "Grrrr... Give it
up, Copter! She's going with someone in the end!" Guard shouted. "Yeah, well it looks like it
won't be you, dog breath!" Copter shouted back. At least it seemed they might be able to keep
up with Alpha. However, things were about to go from bad to worse. The rest of the red
helicopters Crash had spotted earlier had taken off, and they'd spotted Copter and Guard! The
choppers were equipped with small vulcan cannons, which they were firing on Copter and
Guard with dangerous accuracy. "This isn't gonna work!" Copter realized. Guard nodded in
agreement, but they weren't about to give up. Unfortunately, there wasn't much choice. Copter
was soon struck in the head by one of the shots! The shots from the choppers weren't lethal,
but it was enough to cause Copter to plummet to the ground! Guard, realizing he was likely to
end up the same way, dropped toward the ground in defeat. Luckily, Chet had been watching
from below, and managed to catch Copter before he hit the ground. Guard landed next to them,
and they were soon joined by Razor, Mia, and Tommy, who had just arrived to help. They had
also seen everything, and were anxious to pursue the rest of them. "Dang, that was a
spectacle! Are you guys all right?" Razor asked. Tommy was scanning the sky. "Looks like they
all got away..." he said worriedly. "Grrr... We must chase them!" Guard insisted. Mia gasped,
seeing Chet carrying Copter. "Is he all right?" she asked. Copter's eyes slowly opened, and he
soon jumped out of Chet's arms. "Put me down, you..." Before Copter could finish speaking,
Razor grabbed his hands and cuffed him! "Good work, Chet! You've captured one of the
experiments!" Mia, Tommy, and Chet exchanged worried glances as Razor pulled out his cell
phone and called for a police helicopter to pick them up. Oddly enough, Guard seemed a bit
concerned as well. "He was trying to help Katie..." Tommy told Guard. "Yeah, but it looks like
I've failed miserably." Copter said sadly, "I have a habit of that..." It wasn't long before the police
helicopter arrived, and everyone boarded it except Guard, who had left to avoid trouble with the
Soleanna police. It was looking very bad in many ways, and instinct told Copter that it was only
going to get worse from here.

To be continued...
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7. Back to the Past

GeneX - Soleanna Struggle
Chapter 7 - Back To The Past

Note: Sonic the Hedgehog and related characters are (c) SEGA and 
Sonic Team. You knew that, right?
GeneX and related fanchars are (c) 2BIT (TheGreatGator), the author.

"It's the price of being aware,
But too afraid it all might die,
Some things, they never mend,
I know I'm never the same again." - Worth A Chance, Sonic and the Secret Rings

Soleanna's future was no brighter than Angel Island's. The once abundant water was now
almost entirely replaced with lava. Everything lay in ruins; several of the buildings had even
been toppled. It truly looked as though Hell had risen to the surface. "This... is our future?"
Punchy said to himself as he, Rainbow, and Gemini searched around for any sign of a Chaos
Emerald in the ruined city. "How did this happen? Was it Eggman's doing?" he asked Gemini,
who was the only one among them who might know. "I wouldn't doubt that Eggman probably
had something to do with it, but few know for sure how Iblis came to be." Gemini answered.
Rainbow seemed strangely unaffected by the change in scenery. She was skipping along
ahead of them, humming a tune she'd heard an accordion playing back at Soleanna. They had
climbed to the top of a building that was partially knocked over. What was left of the building
was leaning against a large rock formation, which almost resembled steps leading back down to
another road. As Gemini reached the top, she gazed out into the distance, then let out a
shocked gasp! Somewhat far from where they were, on a large rock platform in the middle of
the lava ocean, Silver and Blaze were fighting with Iblis! Punchy, Gemini, and Rainbow stopped
at this point to watch the battle. Silver was making sure Iblis never got much of an opening,
keeping Iblis at bay by tossing several chunks of debris at the monster's head using his
telekinetic powers. It wasn't long before the fight was over, and Iblis was defeated. Silver,
however, seemed oddly unhappy. "You see, even though Silver is powerful enough to defeat
Iblis, we can never attain true victory, because Iblis simply rises from its ashes over and over."
Gemini explained, "No one's ever been able to find a way to destroy Iblis once and for all...
Most of us alive now were born into this nightmare..." Rainbow pointed at someone who had
appeared nearby Silver. "Hey, who's that? He looks like Shade!" she said. "Huh? I've never
seen him before..." Gemini muttered. It seemed the mysterious figure had said something that
Silver found interesting, based on his reactions. However, they were too far away to hear
anything. "We should try to catch up to them. At any rate, Silver would probably help us."
Gemini suggested. Rainbow now pointed down the rocky "steps" before them. "No need,
there's a gem!" she said. Sure enough, a shiny green Chaos Emerald was waiting just a bit
further ahead of them! Excited, the three of them quickly, but carefully, climbed down the rocky
steps to where the emerald was waiting.

Unfortunately, it wouldn't be as easy as they'd hoped. As they reached the bottom of the steps
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and walked onto the ruined street where the emerald was located, a swarm of lizard like lava
monsters jumped out the windows of the surrounding buildings and landed around the emerald!
Gemini readied her wand. "Watch out! I almost forgot about those things! No one's sure what
they are, but they seem to work for Iblis. They look too hot to touch, but if you strike them
quickly, you won't burn... much." she said. Rainbow backed away from the monsters. "I don't
like burning... I better find a way to fight 'em without touching 'em!" she said, looking around for
something to use as a weapon. Punchy was first to attack them, using his fists to begin beating
them up. "Yow! They are kinda hot! They must've just come out of the lava!" he shouted. Soon,
the monsters surrounded him. "Uhhh... Girls? Little help?" he said, realizing there were too
many of them for him to fight this close. "Blastrotall!!" Gemini shouted. This was the spell to fire
the wand blasts (last used in chapter 5), and it worked immediately, blasting a few of the
monsters surrounding Punchy. With the way clear, Punchy retreated to where Gemini was
standing. He then turned to the monsters. "If I can't fight them directly, then there's only one
other way!" he declared. "Chaos Avalanche!" Using his chaos power, Punchy lifted several
pieces of debris scattered around the area, while Gemini held the monsters back with her
wand's blasts. In a moment, Punchy had hurled the debris at the swarm of monsters, knocking
most of them to their deaths! Gemini picked off the remaining monsters with her wand. Just
then, Rainbow returned from inside a nearby building, holding what appeared to have once
been a flag pole. "OK, I'm ready to fight! Where's the baddies, One?" she said with enthusiasm.
Punchy groaned with annoyance at her late arrival. Gemini looked around the immediate area.
"Seems we've beaten them... for now." she said. Hearing this, Rainbow tossed aside the flag
pole. "That was easy. So, where's the gem?" she asked. They all turned their attention to the
green emerald, but before any of them could grab it, a familiar bat girl swooped by and
snatched it! "Rouge!? What are you doing here?!" Punchy shouted, "Aw, never mind! We saw
that Chaos Emerald first! Give it back!" Rouge was hovering in the air in front of Punchy,
winking at him. "Yeah, thanks for dealing with those monsters. Saved me a lot of time. I'd love
to stay and chat with you, greenie, but we need this emerald. See ya later! Or should that be
earlier...?" Without another word, Rouge began flying away! Punchy wasn't about to let her get
away with this, though. He tore off after her, running faster than he'd ever gone before! They
might have been at a dead end, but there were rock formations jutting out of the ocean of lava
that Punchy could use to chase Rouge. The bat girl landed on the next large landmass, and
then ran into an old building. Punchy was close behind, but beginning to tire. Hopefully, he'd be
able to corner her inside the building.

Gemini and Rainbow had attempted to follow them, but they had taken off so suddenly and so
quickly, that the two of them were soon out of sight. That didn't stop them from attempting to
follow, though, and soon they reached the landmass with the building Punchy had chased
Rouge into. Unfortunately, they didn't know Punchy had gone inside, so they continued walking
down the ruined street. Rather than finding Punchy, Gemini soon spotted another familiar face!
It was the silver colored morph, Ozzie! Gemini called out to him, then ran over, followed by
Rainbow. "I can't believe it! You're alive!" Gemini said, giving him a big hug. "Whoa! Take it
easy, dead girl!" Ozzie replied, lightly shoving her away. Gemini wiped some tears from her
eyes. She had been certain all her friends had died back at Onyx Island. "Did you just say 'dead
girl?'" Rainbow asked. Ozzie smiled sheepishly. "Well, when you disappeared, everyone
presumed you'd bought the farm. Except Father Leo. Where ya been?" he asked. Gemini
happily explained. "I ended up using the Time Stone. That's how I met Rainbow, here. I was
looking for a way to stop the Lost Ones before they could take over Onyx Island, and possibly
stop Iblis, too. We wound up in some strange machine, and then we were transported back
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here. We're trying to find a way to get Rainbow and her friend, Punchy back home. We lost
track of Punchy when he started chasing a Chaos Emerald. You didn't see a green echidna or a
bat girl go by here, did you?" Ozzie took a moment to process everything Gemini told him. "Lots
to take in. Um, I didn't see anyone weird go by here, but you need help. Why not ask Father
Leo about a Time Stone? He seems to know everything." he suggested. "Good idea!" Rainbow
declared. Gemini looked less than excited. "But... He'll be mad at me. And he won't let me go
back with them." she said quietly. Ozzie understood, but saw little choice. "Your friends need to
go home. C'mon, we'll go see the Father." Rainbow stood next to Ozzie, and they both
simultaneously said "Follow me!" Gemini smiled somewhat, and Ozzie pointed out that
Rainbow didn't know the way. At any rate, Gemini was anxious to see her surviving friends
again. "OK, you two. Lead the way!"

Punchy had followed Rouge through a large portion of the building, undaunted by objects she
was knocking over to slow him down. However, this couldn't go on forever. Soon, Rouge
reached a room with a window, and jumped out of it, flying out of Punchy's reach. Unable to
glide, Punchy could no longer chase her. "Cowardly cheat! I'll get you for this!!" he shouted
through the window, shaking his fist. Having lost track of everyone, Punchy had only one option
left. "First things first, gotta find an exit to this place." he thought. After some exploration, he
turned a corner and thought he saw Knuckles enter a room in the next hallway! Punchy quickly
ran over to find out what he was up to. "What the... Who was that guy!? He looked just like
Shadow!" Punchy heard Knuckles say. Peering inside, Punchy could see a room full of
computers and other equipment. The room was dominated by a large monitor. Tails was
reading something displayed on a screen beside the monitor. "Th-This is terrible!" he cried with
alarm, "According to the data, the princess died when she was kidnapped by Eggman!
Apparently, Eggman's battleship exploded! The date of this incident was... two days after the
Festival of the Sun!" Sonic glanced at the screen over Tails' shoulder. "If we don't return in time,
Elise will die on board Eggman's battleship. That means..." he said, trailing off. "Yeah, I think
so...." Tails replied. Punchy backed away somewhat and thought about what he'd heard. "Bad
news for Eggman. I guess ol' Red's got his hands full enough without me barging in. Besides, I
gotta check that out for myself..." he thought. Realizing that Sonic and the others would exit into
that hallway, Punchy bolted for the corner where he'd come in, and waited for Sonic, Tails, and
Knuckles to leave. He heard Tails talking as they left. "I wonder how Shadow and Rouge are
doing..." was the only thing he could understand from where he was. "So, they're with that bat
girl! Then they don't need my help. Good! I didn't want to deal with those three anyway!" he
thought. Next, Punchy ran into the room with the data Tails was reading. "It's a news report...
'Among the other losses in the ship crash were...' Copter the fox and Heather the phoenix!!"
Punchy nearly fell over in disbelief. "Aw, man... This is heavy. I hate time travel!" he said. After
a moment, Punchy began to search for the exit to the building once more. "Can't save Copter
from this time! Gotta go!"

Meanwhile, Gemini, Ozzie, and Rainbow reached the freedom fighters' Soleanna HQ! To Mia,
Katie, and others centuries ago, it had been a safe house, and now it was the dilapidated home
of this small band of heroes! Gemini looked around the "mission control room," and spotted four
old friends! She introduced Rainbow to everyone. "Right, so here's what's left of our group,
Rainbow. You know Ozzie already." she said, pointing to the morph. "Howdy, Oz!" Rainbow
said. Gemini then pointed to a familiar gray bat. "That's Adam, someone who should be dead a
million times by now." she said. "Hi, Zombie!" Rainbow waved. "Yeah, you should be dead,
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too." Adam said grumpily. Next was the pink fox. "There's Evelyn. Best pilot in Soleanna."
Gemini said. "Yo, Eve!" Rainbow grinned. Next was, strangely enough, Gator! "Hey, Bluehair!
How'd you get in the future?" Rainbow asked. Gemini scratched her head in confusion. "You
know this pirate?" Gator shared Gemini's confused look. "Yeah, you knows this pirate? Then,
did you maybe bring Gator pie?" he asked. "Stop talking about pie! I'm starving!!" Adam
shouted. Ozzie looked a bit aggravated by Gator as well. "Why don't you get back to work,
captain! The plumbing needs fixin'!" he said. Gator started on his way out the room, mumbling
something about toilets falling on his head. Last, but not least, was the leader of this group, and
Gemini's teacher. "Hello, Teacher Leo..." Gemini said, approaching Fred ashamedly. Fred was
seated on the smelly couch in the middle of the room, grinning. "I knew you'd be back." he said,
rising to his feet and giving Gemini a hug. Gemini returned the embrace, tears in her eyes. "I've
missed you so much!!" she cried. Rainbow wiped some tears from her eyes as well. "I missed
you, too, Reverend!" she said. Fred released Gemini and then looked at Rainbow. "How could
you? We've never met?" he said. "Just caught in the moment..." Rainbow sighed. Fred then
turned to Gemini. "Come with me. I must speak with you." 

He led her out of the room and into what passed for their "mess hall." It certainly was a mess.
"That was someone from the past, wasn't it?" he asked. Gemini nodded. "Someone sent us all
to this time. I'm not sure who." she said. "There are others?" Fred asked. "Just one. A green
echidna named Punchy." Gemini replied. Silence followed. Fred looked thoughtful, then placed
a comforting hand on Gemini's shoulder. "Be at peace, young one. I do not blame you for your
actions. However, I can't let you go back. It is too dangerous. Still, your friends must be
returned to their own time, so I will lead you to our Time Stone. I stashed it away months ago
for safekeeping. Do you still have my wand?" Fred asked. Gemini held it up for him, and he took
it from her to examine it. "Hmmm... I see... You've used much Abra magic at the onset of your
journeys... Then turned into a dragon... and... hmmm... It seems you've been through much, but
at least you have learned much. Just try to lay off the Abra magics. It's not the real thing, and it
uses much energy." Fred's abilities were so advanced that he could see all the events the wand
was present for. "I am proud of you, Gemini. Once again, your kind heart has touched the lives
of many." he said. Gemini accepted the wand back from Fred. "But this is your wand..." she
protested. "No longer. You have faced many ordeals with this wand. It belongs with you now.
Come, we should get going." Fred said, heading back for mission control. Gemini clutched the
wand in her hands gratefully. She didn't know what she'd do without this wand now, and she
was happy to be able to call it her own.

Punchy had been searching for Rainbow and Gemini, but found himself lost. He was
somewhere between what was now called "Crisis City" and "Flame Core," near the foot of the
volcano of the latter. It was an area with many steep cliffs, and stood above the buildings at the
edge of Crisis City. As he wandered here, he soon heard a gunshot in the distance! It was
coming from an area near the edge of Crisis City, and without any thought, Punchy took off in
the direction of the sound to investigate. It took a few moments, but soon he reached a rooftop
near where he heard the sound. In an alleyway beside the building, his eyes met a sight that
completely blew his mind! There was Rainbow, eyes wet with tears, standing over a body. In
her hands, she held a smoking gun! As if this wasn't crazy enough, the body she was standing
over was someone Punchy knew quite well. In fact, it WAS Punchy! He had been shot through
the heart, and now lay before Rainbow, dead. As Punchy backed away from the edge of the
roof, he heard footsteps running away from the alley. When he looked again, Rainbow was
gone. Punchy jumped down from the roof and landed outside the alleyway, trying to make
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sense of this. "Rainbow didn't kill me... I would've noticed that... Is... Is this a future event? But
it's impossible... I don't expect either of us to live this long..." he thought, backing against the
wall in order to support himself. The sight of his own dead body had left him somewhat dizzy,
and his mind was trying to comprehend it still. Suddenly, he heard Rainbow's voice in the
distance. Looking in the direction of the voice, he saw Rainbow running towards him with
Gemini, Fred, Adam, Evelyn, and Ozzie behind her. Punchy ran over to Rainbow so she
wouldn't reach his body's resting place. "Am I dead, Rainbow...?" he asked her dizzily. "Nope.
How else would we be talking here, if you weren't alive?" she responded. 

Everyone took a moment for introductions, and then Fred began leading them away. "Reverend
there led us to you using magic, One!" Rainbow explained. "I'm not a Reverend, I'm a Divine
Sorcerer." Fred said without stopping. Punchy was still a bit shaken by what he saw at the alley,
but convinced himself that it had to be an illusion. He would consult Illusi about it the next time
he saw him. "So, where are we going?" Punchy asked. "You'll see." Evelyn said. It took some
time, but they soon reached their destination. "Here we are! Soleanna Castle! Or... what's left of
it!" Adam announced. It was the castle Elise had governed from, now older and a little broken,
but it did appear to be the least damaged building in the city. "It's safer inside the castle than
outside, normally." Ozzie informed them, "Iblis' minions patrol the area outside the castle. So,
it's time I go into 'stealth mode!'" Ozzie glowed brightly, then morphed into one of the lava
monsters of the flying variety. "Morphing sure comes in handy!" he chuckled. "Eeek!! Monster!!"
Rainbow shouted, running away from Ozzie. "Get back here, dummy!" Punchy shouted. Ozzie
morphed back into his true form in order to stop scaring Rainbow. "Forgot, not many morphs in
your time." he said. Fred pulled out his wand. "I'll get us in. Cleviso!" He pointed his wand in a
circle around the group, and they all became invisible. "This invisibility won't last long, but don't
be too hasty! We don't want the beasts to hear us!" Without further words, they began to sneak
toward the castle, with Ozzie and Adam up front, Gemini, Evelyn, and Fred behind, and Punchy
and Rainbow bringing up the rear. Though the monsters couldn't see them, they could see each
other. There was just enough invisibility time for all of them to get into the castle's front gate. As
the spell wore off, Fred led the way into the entrance hall, where he called out to someone.
"Hello, old friend! We have need of your assistance!" Everyone else looked around in
confusion. "What old friend?" Adam muttered. "Why don't we know of this person?" Evelyn
added. Suddenly, someone dropped down from the roof in front of Fred and shook his hand.
Punchy's eyes went wide. "The gargoyle!? Now I KNOW you shouldn't be here!!" he shouted.
The "old friend" Fred spoke of was Guard, looking a bit more battered and experienced, but
otherwise unchanged. "Grrrr... You came from the past, I presume. Grrr... I had to get here the
long way... Waiting." he said, grinning at Punchy. "Is... is he smiling!? Wow, figures you'd only
smile in a screwball time like this." Punchy grumbled. Fred chuckled heartily. "I knew you were
old, but wow. The wonders of that age, I suppose. As an android, Guard here was able to
'guard' this castle ever since Iblis came to power. He will lead us to the resting place of the
Time Stone, which our guests will use to return home." he explained. Rainbow smiled. "OK,
lead the way, Devilie!" she said. "Grrr... Long time since I heard that name." Guard snorted,
turning to lead the way. "Yay, we get a tour! History lesson time!" Ozzie chortled. "Don't start..."
Evelyn groaned. "No, go ahead, Oz. I haven't heard your theories for a while!" Gemini said
excitedly. "I can help you, now that I've been to the past!" Thus, their exploration of Soleanna
castle began, as did a long, rambling lecture on the history of Soleanna, which half the group
would enjoy, and the other half endure.

They explored for some time. Parts of some of the hallways were blacked by rubble and debris,
an unavoidable result of the castle's years without repairs. Eventually they reached a large
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ballroom. There, Gemini and Ozzie were discussing the rise of the Lost Ones. "I'm telling you,
they didn't conquer Angel Island that soon! Knuckles still had control of the island at the time I
wound up at!" Gemini was saying. Suddenly, a noise was heard in the room. Guard raised his
scythe. "Careful... Grrrr..." he said. Looking up, they found the source of the sounds. It was the
shuffling of cards. Lospecter's cards! "Very stirring! I've been listening to your lecture, but I'm
afraid it has to end now. But hey, join us and I'll tell you how we REALLY came about! I know,
'cuz I was there! I'm even older than old gargoylie here! Anyway, I must be going, but I'll leave
you all with an old pal! Hehehehe... Bye!" Lospecter then vanished, and a horde of losol and
loslime began to crawl into the ballroom through cracks in the walls! Hanging on a giant
chandelier in the center of the room was another slimy presence. The group below scattered as
the chandelier fell with a crash, and the slimy being jumped out of it. It was a slimy alligator,
whom the freedom fighters in the room recognized instantly. "Cuthbert!!! Oh... WHY!!!?" Evelyn
screeched. He'd sacrificed his soul to save Gemini and Eve, and now he was Los Cuthbert. He
spoke to them in a gurgling voice, which sounded like death. "Why? I'll tell you why. Lost... Lost
is the best way. The ONLY way. Do not resist us. You will live forever. Just let us in, and
sacrifice your SOUL!!!" Guard had seen and heard enough. He flew over to the center of the
room and swung his scythe at Cuthbert, decapitating him! This did little, though, as his head
simply grew back! "You see? I cannot die..." Cuthbert proclaimed. "You're already dead!" Fred
growled, readying his wand. "Lead the way, Guard! We'll have to fight them as we go!" Guard
reacted quickly, clearing as much of a path through the ballroom as possible. "All right! Time to
dance!" Ozzie shouted, morphing his hands into whatever weapon suited the situation as he
followed. Adam and Evelyn came next, and they were ready with laser pistols this time. Punchy
and Gemini covered the defenseless Rainbow with Chaos Avalanche and the wand,
respectively, and in the back was Fred, valiantly maintaining the back end of their small path as
best he could. The Lost Ones were many, and Guard marveled at how so many of them could
get inside without him noticing. Even worse, some of the slime creatures were latched to the
roof, waiting to drop down on them as they made their way through the dark halls of the castle.
To Gemini, this was the Onyx Island temple all over again, only this time she was even more
terrified, though she was too busy fighting to let on that she was.

As they drew closer to their goal, the Lost Ones' presence lessened. They had been lucky, this
time none of them had fallen. Their group ran closer together after a while, and in this tighter
formation, they were better defended. Soon, they reached the throne room, which was where
the Time Stone was hidden. Seated at the throne was, to their dismay, Losipher! He held in his
hand a pale white Time Stone. "Time travel will not save those I have taken. I have gone back
and warned the Lospecter of the past of your hate! Your antagonism has also forced my hand. I
shall purge this world of all that is not lost, even Iblis! The Lost Ones shall hold absolute control!
And even Heaven and Hell alike shall be snuffed out for our dark order. Weep... yes... weep...
for you are all.... now... LOST!!!" As Losipher shrieked that last word, the slimy Lost Ones they'd
left behind began swarming into the room, surrounding the freedom fighters. Los Cuthbert
arrived as well, and stood across from Losipher in order to cut off any escape route. As for
Losipher, his eyes began glowing a deep shade of red, and his fangs seemed to grow too big
for his mouth. Devilish horns formed on his head, and slimy black wings grew from his back. His
hands seemed to melt into those pointed tentacles that had previously skewered several of
Gemini's friends. The tentacles then melted away altogether, leaving behind a pair of swords
clutched in his hands. The losol and loslime began making loud noises, which sounded like a
ghostly chorus repeating the word "Los" over and over again. The freedom fighters readied their
weapons. Fred looked around, then gave what would likely be his final order. "There's no
turning away from this! Prepare yourselves, we either fight our way out, or share the same fate
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as Cuthbert! Freedom fighters, attack!!!" 

At that moment, a desperate battle began. The freedom fighters scattered in order to get the
Lost Ones in the room to split up, while Losipher merely stood at the throne and watched. Ozzie
had transformed into a dragon, but had not changed in size. He was fighting a large group of
losol, with Adam doing his best to cover him with his laser. Fred, covered by Evelyn, was taking
on a group of losol that had combined to form a Losol Golem. This left Guard and Punchy to
deal with Cuthbert and Losipher. Punchy took on Cuthbert, with Rainbow and Gemini nearby
doing their best to help. Thus, Guard attempted to challenge Losipher. "Grrrr!! You think you're
so smart, sneaking past me like that. Grrrr!! But it was your biggest mistake, and will be your
last!" he growled, wildly swinging his scythe in order to take out the losol in the immediate
vicinity. Losipher moaned demonically. "I made my last mistakes ages ago... My souls no
naught but sorrow... And rage. I will break you, purely to satisfy that rage." Losipher then ran at
Guard, attempting to slash him with his blades! Guard defended with his scythe, then knocked
Losipher backwards with it. Meanwhile, Punchy had challenged Cuthbert. "I don't know who you
were, and I don't really much care. You slime balls are standing in our way of getting back
home, so you're going down! And this time, you ain't growing back!" he said confidently. "You
are totally ignorant. You cannot fight the Lost Ones. Whether in the past, the present, or the
future, you, and all, will meet your demise by our armies." Cuthbert snarled. "It's no use talking
to him, Punchy! Cuthbert... He's gone." Gemini said. "Give 'em heck, One!" Rainbow cheered.
Cuthbert responded to Rainbow's cheer by charging at her. "I'll give you Hell!!!" he shouted,
attempting to bite her with his gator jaws. Punchy defended her with Chaos Avalanche, causing
part of the roof to cave in on top of Cuthbert! The chaos energy from the attack destroyed Los
Cuthbert instantly, leaving only a puddle of slime behind. "That was easy..." Punchy said with
surprise. However, it would not be that easy. The slime puddle flowed out from under the
rubble, and took the shape of a loskel. "Aw, all that did was make him lose weight..." Rainbow
groaned. The loskel cackled with Los Cuthbert’s voice. "Lost Ones are eternal! Bwa ha ha ha
ha!!!" The loskel was holding a Ghost Fire blade, which it now came after Gemini with. Gemini
fired some bolts from her wand, but that merely knocked some ribs off of the skeleton. Punchy
ran over and punched the monster in the skull, smashing it to pieces! However, the skull simply
grew back. "Stand back, guys!!" shouted Ozzie, who flew over and blew a jet of flame at the
loskel, once again reducing it to a puddle of slime. This time, the puddle remained still. "Th-
thanks Oz!" Gemini shouted shakily. Once again, she was filled with the paralyzing fear that
had taken her during the Onyx Island battle. Ozzie saluted his companions, then returned to
help Adam, who was being overrun by the loslime around him. With Los Cuthbert taken down,
Punchy turned to Guard and Losipher. "We should help him! C'mon, girls!" he said. "Right!
Follow me, One!" Rainbow said, charging ahead with the blade the loskel dropped. The Ghost
Fire had been extinguished, and now it would work as a normal sword. Punchy followed close
behind Rainbow, but Gemini found herself unable to move. The truth had hit home. "Even if we
beat the monsters, Losipher will finish us off... Fred was right... If I hadn't used the Time Stone,
this wouldn't have happened... I've doomed us all!!" she thought, shaking with terror at this
realization. Not paying attention, Gemini didn't see the losol approaching her. It pounced toward
her, and she screamed as she finally noticed it! Luckily, Fred was nearby, and shot a bolt that
knocked the losol away. "Stay focused, Gemini! We're not finished yet!" Her teacher's words
snapped her out of it, just in time for her to see Punchy reach the area where Losipher was
fighting Guard. "I'm here to help!" Punchy said. "Grrrr!!! Stay out of my way! I don't need any
help!" Guard yelled, keeping himself focused on his fight. Rainbow, knowing Losipher was out
of her league, was assisting Adam and Ozzie a short distance away. Punchy, however,
wouldn't be left out. "Stop being an idiot, Guard! I'm coming in!" He ran toward Losipher and
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